
CT COLT 9TH ANNUAL  
ESSAY CONTEST 

ABOUT THE CONTEST 

For the contest, students in either the High School or Middle School categories write 
an essay in English on the year’s theme.  There is one winner in each category.   

GOALS OF THE CONTEST 

1. To offer high school and middle school students a voice with regard to world language education and 
policies, in addition to recognizing excellence in research, documentation and writing. 

2. To have 2 exemplary pieces of writing (HS and MS) that CT COLT may use for advocacy; to that end, the 
essay needs to be in English. 

NEW FOR 2021 

This year, CT COLT will be accepting essays from 2 different levels:  Middle School and High School.  The 
CT COLT Essay Contest Committee will be selecting a winning essay from each level.   

ESSAY TOPIC, INFORMATION, AND DIRECTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

• The essay topic: “Celebrating languages and learners with inclusivity and diversity” 
• Directions:  Write an essay in which you explore, contemplate and reflect on the theme of inclusivity and 

diversity, as they relate to languages and learners.  In your essay, you should draw upon not just the 
research, but on your own personal, educational and life experiences.  Consider the following points as 
you organize your research and thoughts for the essay: 

o Inclusive learning environments and settings. 
o Different points of view, a wide range of perspectives and world views. 
o How diverse topics and activities used in class make learning accessible by and interesting to all 

learners. 
o Celebrating the diversity of students, as part of a multicultural community of learners. 
o Diversity as it relates to the factors of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic 

status, ability, age, religious belief, or political conviction; how are these represented? 
o Diversity in schools, as represented by the students, teachers, administration and the support 

staff.   
o Learning challenges of students and their access to the curriculum and learning success. 
o Inclusivity as it relates to students learning from each other, in a community of learners. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Consider the following definitions of “inclusivity” and “diversity” from the Oxford Dictionary: 
• Inclusivity:  the practice or policy of providing equal access to opportunities and resources for people who 

might otherwise be excluded or marginalized, such as those having physical or mental disabilities or 
belonging to other minority groups. 

• Diversity:  the practice or quality of including or involving people from a different race, ethnicity, gender, 
sexual orientation, socio-economic status, ability, age, religious belief, or political conviction. All these 
factors work together to inform how students (and teachers, and everyone else) encounter the world. 

TASKS AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE STUDENT 

• Your essay should be no more than two (2) typed, 12-point font, double-spaced pages.  
• The essay should be in a letter format, with an imagined audience of a school board or politician.   
• The format should be similar to a 5-paragraph, typed essay. 
• You must include research and cite this research within your essay, using official citation format.  In 

addition to citing within your essay, you should provide a List of Citations at the end of your essay, after 
your concluding paragraph. (at least 2)  

• Include your Full Name, Name of School, Name of Teacher, Year of Graduation and Name of Class on top 
of your first page as well as “Middle School” or “High School” at the top of the page, to show which 
category of contest the essay will be included in. 

  



TEACHER MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENT AND FEE 

• CT COLT MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENT:  Teachers who submit student essays must be current CT COLT 
members. You can check your membership status by logging in here. 

• There is NO FEE for participating members' students to enter the contest. 
 

DUE DATE 

The due date for essay submittals is Friday, April 2, 2021. 
 

ESSAY LIMIT AND FORMAT 

• ESSAY LIMIT.  Each teacher may submit A MAXIMUM of FIVE (5) essays only for each level (5 for MS 
and 5 for HS) for final judging by the 2021 CT COLT Essay Committee Members.   

• ESSAY SUBMITTAL FORMAT:  Participating teachers must PDF-scan (preferred) all submitted essays 
(limit = 5) and forward one (1) PDF electronic file via email to John R. Rook at:  rookj@glastonburyus.org.   
 

PRIZES FOR THE WINNERS 

• The prize for the winning essays in each category is $50 as well as a $50 Carlex voucher for the teacher.  
Carlex is a leading distributor of World Language classroom and curricular materials.  

• SPECIAL NOTE:  All essays submitted may be used by CT COLT for advocacy purposes.  The winning 
essay will be posted on the CT COLT Website (http://www.ctcolt.org)  
 

NOTIFICATION OF WINNERS 

The teacher of each essay winner will be notified by email on May 3, 2021.  Additionally, an announcement 
will be placed on the CT COLT Website:  (http://www.ctcolt.org).  

QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS:  

• Regarding the ESSAY CONTEST:  contact John R. Rook (rookj@glastonburyus.org) 
• Regarding CT COLT MEMBERSHIP:  contact Paul M. St. Louis (stlouisp@ctcolt.org).   
 

ESSAY EVALUATION RUBRIC:   CT COLT 2021 ESSAY CONTEST 

Teachers should evaluate the essays using the rubric for the contest. 
 

 Excellent 
20-25 points 

Good 
16-19 pts 

Fair 
12-15 pts 

Poor 
under 12 pts 

Accuracy of 
facts cited 

several accurate 
facts are presented and 
correctly cited  

some accurate 
facts are presented and 
cited 

few accurate 
facts are presented 
and/or are not cited 

no real back up is 
made for claims 

Persuasiveness  piece contains both 
objective (fact-based) 
and subjective 
(personal experience 
based) arguments- 
these are effective and 
relevant 

piece contains both 
objective (fact based) 
and subjective 
(personal experience 
based) arguments- 
these are mostly 
effective and relevant 

piece contains either 
objective (fact based) or 
subjective (personal 
experience based) 
arguments- which are 
mostly effective and 
relevant 

piece does not present 
relevant and effective 
arguments 

Conventions of 
writing 

conventions of 
grammar, spelling and 
punctuation are 
observed- voice is 
appropriate to 
audience 

conventions of 
grammar, spelling and 
punctuation are 
usually observed- voice 
is mostly appropriate 
to audience 

conventions of 
grammar, spelling and 
punctuation are 
sometimes observed- 
voice is mostly 
appropriate to 
audience 

errors in English 
grammar and spelling 
or lack of sense of 
audience detract from 
piece 

Organization of 
piece 

arguments are well 
organized and flow 
logically 

arguments are mostly 
well organized and flow 
logically 

arguments are well 
organized in places  

piece does not show 
enough organization to 
flow easily for reader 
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