Keynote: Redefining our Practice: Student Voices, A panel discussion with CT students
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A Re-Envisioned Conference with the 21 Century Learner in Mind
Please join us for the CT COLT Virtual Fall Conference from Sunday, October 18 – Thursday, October 22, 2020, an online virtual
conference. This year has been a year like none other, and it’s only appropriate to also change the format of our conference.
This year’s conference will be a virtual one, held completely online. While we know that one of our greatest strengths as a
profession is our membership and the collegiality and camaraderie that we share, we acknowledge that bringing our attendees
together simply cannot happen this year. Our fall conference committee has been hard at work reformatting our conference
to best meet the needs of our attendees. This year’s conference will have a number of changes, including a panel discussion
with students from around the state, workshops offered in the afternoon and evening, and lengthening our virtual conference
to a five-day event. We are thrilled to share this year’s conference sessions with you, so that you can plan ahead to learn and
share with colleagues presenting from not only Connecticut, but from experts in our field from across the country. The CT COLT
five-day virtual conference is organized with the same three goals in mind that we always have: (1) to offer in a wide-variety of
workshops for professional growth (2) to provide opportunities to visit exhibitors and network with colleagues, and (3) to listen
to and to be energized by not only our keynote panel, but to the many voices of professionals who freely share their time and
expertise.
A NEW SCHEDULE

Sunday afternoon will begin with sessions for our CT COLT Networking Fellowship (invite-only) and our first-time attendees and
new teacher networking group (open to all attendees). Following these sessions, we will have our keynote panel discussion.
After our keynote, there will be three one-hour concurrent sessions, at 3pm, 4pm, and 5pm, each with two options of
workshops. This year, we are excited to welcome the 2020 ACTFL National Teacher of the Year, Rebecca Blouwolff, and Helena
Curtain, Leslie Grahn, and many more, as presenters. Workshops will be offered at 4pm and 7pm Monday-Thursday, which will
allow attendees to join us after school for the late afternoon and/or evening sessions. Many presenters have graciously allowed
us to record sessions, which will be made available to all attendees through December 31, 2020. Presentations will be accessible
through the CT COLT website, using your CT COLT membership login information. This way, you will be able to catch any
presentation that you miss through the end of the year.
REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Registration for the CT COLT Virtual Fall Conference will be done online only. All registration and payments for the 2020
conference will be processed through our CT COLT website. Online registration is available at: https://ctcolt.org/events/fallconference/ This year we have worked very hard to make sure that our conference is affordable for all of our attendees. Current
CT COLT members can attend the conference for just $25. Non-members will be able to access the conference for just $50,
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which will also include a one-year membership to CT COLT. We will also be making a donation of $5 per registrant to the CT
COLT Kenneth A. Lester Summer Immersion Scholarship for students. This scholarship program has allowed dozens of CT
students to travel the world in their quest to build their proficiency. If you would like to make an additional donation to this
life-changing scholarship program, you may do so as you register for the conference. If you have a question about registration,
please visit our Registration FAQ.
FEEDBACK AND EVALUATIONS

In order to determine the Best of Conference winner, and provide meaningful feedback to our presenters, time will be allotted
at the end of each workshop session to complete a short evaluation, along with a dedicated time to process our new learning.
This dedicated time will give session attendees time to begin applying what they have learned and to share ideas with other
attendees. We’re excited to be able to try something a bit new, in hopes of making our conference better than ever. After the
conference, be sure to complete the additional online conference evaluation survey found on the CT COLT website as this
feedback continues to help us plan next year’s conference. Although we won’t be able to offer our famous basket raffle at our
virtual conference, there will be giveaways throughout the conference, so be sure to join us to have a chance to win!
REFUND POLICY

All requests for refunds must be made in writing to CT COLT, no later than three days prior to the conference. No refunds will
be made after this date. All refund requests will be subject to a $25 processing fee and will be made via organizational check.
All check refunds will be processed after the conference; please allow 4 weeks for processing. All substitution requests must
be in writing from the original registrant. Such requests are subject to a $25 processing fee. Membership fees will not be
refunded for any reason.
*CT COLT is a non-profit organization and cannot be responsible for refunding any monies as long as the event takes place.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

We look forward to welcoming you to our annual fall conference! For additional information, visit www.ctcolt.org, or contact
conference co-chairs Amanda Robustelli-Price (robustellipricea@ctcolt.org) or James Wildman (wildmanj@ctcolt.org).

FRENCH TEACHERS!
• Network with local colleagues
• Online contests & academic prizes ($$)
for your French students
• Professional development webinars
• Grants and training for teachers
• An active, local, friendly network of
Connecticut French teachers

LEARN MORE & JOIN US:
AMERICAN ASSOC. OF TEACHERS OF FRENCH
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Conference-at-a-Glance
Pre-Conference Workshops - Sunday, October 18, 2020 (by invitation only)
1 p.m.

CT COLT World Language Networking Initiative
Hosted by Rebecca Aubrey & Joseph Parodi-Brown

New Teachers/First Time Attendees Networking Group
Hosted by Kim Winfield & Karen Murano

2 p.m.

Introduction, Awards, Keynote, and Student Panel
• Introduction, Awards, and Keynote, Hosted by Amanda Robustelli-Price & Jimmy Wildman
• Student Panel, Redefining Our Practice: Student Voices, Hosted by Christi Moraga & Judith Ojeda

Introduction, Awards, Keynote, and Student Panel - Sunday, October 18, 2020

Concurrent Sessions - Sunday, October 18, 2020
3 p.m.

4 p.m.

5 p.m.

1A - Keeping Your Curriculum Deep and Rich During
Uncertain Times, Helena Curtain, Independent
Consultant
3B - Intentional Planning: Learning Progressions for
Remote & Hybrid Learning, Rebecca Blouwolff,
Wellesley MS
5C - You have found authentic resources, now how do
you use them?. Trudy Anderson, Nathan Hale School

2A - Designing for Truly Self- Directed Asynchronous
Learning, Nathan Lutz, Kent Place School
4B - Making It Real with Authentic Resources, Leslie Grahn,
Independent Consultant
6C - Creating Engaging Activities for ALL World Language
Learners, Heidi Trude, Loudoun Valley High School

Concurrent Sessions - Monday, October 19, 2020
4 p.m.

5 p.m.
7 p.m.

7A - SUPER Projects for Intermediate/Advanced
8A - El proceso creador del alumno en la clase de ELE,
Alfredo Pérez Berciano, Colegio DELIBES
French & Spanish Students, Jon Shee, Evan Downey,
Session Presented in: Spanish
Liliana Amodeo, St. Luke's School
Virtual Exhibit Hall
9B - Google Slides and Google Calendar:
10B - Landmarks on the Road to Proficiency, Lily DeYoung,
Comprehensible Input and Comprehensible
Gianna Bavido, Isobel Owen, Rebecca Roth, New Canaan
Organization, Meredith White, Gwinnett County Public
Public Schools
Schools

Concurrent Sessions - Tuesday, October 20, 2020
4 p.m.

5 p.m.
7 p.m.

11A - Beyond Q&A: Designing Culturally Rich
12A - Strategies for Equitable Language Learning, Michele
Back, University of Connecticut, Manuela Wagner, University
Interpretive Assessments, Jesse Gleason, Southern
Connecticut State U., Jorge Rodriguez, Choate
of Connecticut, Dorie Conlon Perugini, Glastonbury Public
Schools
Rosemary Hall
Virtual Exhibit Hall
13B – Moving All Students Up the Proficiency Ladder,
14B - Mindful Listening: Honoring What We Hear, Christine
Rita A. Oleksak & Megan Villanueva, Glastonbury Public Rapp Dombrowski, PhD, finding dharma
Schools

Concurrent Sessions - Wednesday, October 21, 2020
4 p.m.

5 p.m.
7 p.m.

15A - Para cultura y proficiencia ...¡Llama a la llama!,
16A - Strategies for a Successful Class for New Teachers,
Meiching Chang, Glastonbury Public Schools
Megan Wojcicki, Marisa Lewis, South Windsor Public
Schools
Virtual Exhibit Hall
17B - Tips + Tools Session for New (or New-ish) WL
18B - Beyond Representation: Continuing the Journey with
LGBTQ+ Language Students, Joseph Parodi-Brown, Ed.D.,
Teachers, Jonathan Shee, St. Luke's School
Marianapolis Prep

Concurrent Sessions - Thursday, October 22, 2020
4 p.m.

5 p.m.
7 p.m.

19A - Getting them Talking: Engaging and Novice
20A - Get in the Right Frame of “Mindset” to Teach
Learners, Rebecca Aubrey, Timothy Edwards MS, South Grammar Inductively, Deborah Espitia, Educational
Windsor
Consultant
Virtual Exhibit Hall
21B - ‘Pachas en Perú’: A YouTube Channel to Inspire
22B - Authentic Connections with Music and Movement,
Your Students, Beth Pachas, Joel Barlow High School
Jenny Delfini, New Paltz CSD
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Teacher of the Year!
Meet Gina Gallo Reinhard,
CT COLT Teacher of the Year!

AAPPL SUPPORTS
THE SEAL OF
BILITERACY

What do thousands of
multilingual students have in
common? They have attained
the Seal of Biliteracy with
ACTFL Assessments!

Gina Gallo Reinhard has been named the 2020-2021
CT COLT Language Teacher of the Year. Ms. Gallo
was selected from a highly distinguished panel of
applicants. Gina believes that language teachers
are super humans who make the world a better,
brighter and more compassionate place. Gina is a
proud Southern Connecticut State University
alumna and Italian teacher at Bristol Central High
School. Gina is a lifelong learner of Italian, a Latin
newbie and a lover of Spanish. Gina’s goal is to
foster a passion for languages to positively impact
the world with all of our voices. In one letter of
recommendation, Ryan Broderick, Assistant
Principal at Bristol Central High School, say, “Gina is
a leader beyond the walls of her classroom, and her
influence has far-reaching effects.” Her reach is
demonstrated in what her students also say about
her. Julia Pahl, a student of Gina’s says, “I want to
be a teacher just like Mrs. Gallo. I hope that when
my time comes I will be at least half the type of
teacher and person Mrs. Gallo is.”
Gina will now compete for the NECTFL Teacher of
the Year at the 2021 Northeast Conference. Good
luck, Gina!
Gina will speak on Sunday, 10/18/20, during the 2
p.m. introductory session.

5

Conference Pricing
#1 $25 CT COLT Members (& Materials Access)
• This rate is for CT COLT members and includes access to videos and conference
materials through 12/31/20. Members must register using their email on file. $5 from
each registration goes to our Ken Lester Scholarship.

#2 $50 Non-CT COLT Members (& Materials Access)
• This rate is for non-CT COLT Members and includes access to videos and conference
materials through 12/31/20. As part of the registration process, you will be required to
join CT COLT, which will be an additional $25 beyond this base price of $25, for a total of
$50. $5 from each registration goes to our Ken Lester Scholarship. Non-CT COLT
members from the NECTFL region will need to join CT COLT to gain access to materials
(video recordings and handouts) after the conference.

#3 $25 NECTL Region Member Access (No Materials)
• This rate is for teachers who are members of organizations in the NECTFL region and
not members of CT COLT. Please note this price does not include access to materials and
resources. $5 from each registration goes to our Ken Lester Scholarship.

#4 $0 Presenters (& Materials Access)
• This rate is for presenters and requires a special code. Presenters must register in order
to be granted access to videos and conference materials through 12/31/20.

#5 $0 Conference Committee (& Materials Access)
• This special rate is for the CT COLT Fall Conference Committee and includes access to
videos and conference materials through 12/31/20. In order to register, committee
members must be members of CT COLT.

Workshop Structure
10 minutes:
Introductions

30 minutes:
Presentation

10 minutes:
Q&A

10 minutes:
Processing
Time
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Sunday, October 18, 2020
CT COLT World Language Networking
Initiative

New Teachers/First Time Attendees
Networking Group

1 PM

Hosted by Rebecca Aubrey & Joseph Parodi-Brown Hosted by Kim Winfield & Karen Murano
This invite-only session will include the participants in
this year’s 2020-2021 COLT World Language
Networking Initiative. During the session, newer and
more experienced teachers will have the opportunity
to get to know each other and to set goals for their
school-year collaborations.

Come to this session open to teachers new to the
profession within the last five years and first-time
conference attendees! The presenter will lead
participants in creating a "New Teacher Survival Kit"
with resources and strategies discussed throughout
the session. Participants will have an opportunity to
network with other new teachers from across the
state and be able to share experiences.

Introduction, Awards, Keynote, and Student Panel
Introduction, Awards, & Keynote (20 minutes), Amanda Robustelli-Price & Jimmy Wildman

2 PM

In this opening session that is available to all attendees of the conference, there will first be an introduction to
the conference, a recognition of various CT COLT award winners, and also a brief keynote, first by the CT COLT
President, Amanda Robustelli-Price, and by the CT COLT Language Teacher of the Year, Gina Gallo Reinhard.

Student Panel (40 minutes)
Redefining Our Practice: Student Voices, Hosted by Christi Moraga & Judith Ojeda
Join students from across the state of Connecticut as they share their language learning journey as remote
learners. As teachers, we continuously reflect on our practice. With a target that is always moving, we aim to
change our path: to improve our strategies, to engage students and rethink curricular design. Distance
learning added even more new challenges for both teachers and students. We experienced distance learning
as teachers, however it will be insightful to hear students’ thoughts about their own experiences. Students will
share what worked and didn’t work for them, helping us to consider how we continue the journey of creating
proficient language users during this uncertain time.
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Concurrent Sessions - Sunday, October 18, 2020

4 PM

3 PM

1A - Keeping Your Curriculum Deep and Rich 2A - Designing for Truly Self- Directed
During Uncertain Times
Asynchronous Learning
Helena Curtain, Independent Consultant
Examples in: English

Nathan Lutz, Kent Place School
Examples in: French

How can we ensure that our curriculum sparks learners’
interest and keeps them engaged, even as we modify it
for learning in the COVID era? We will explore
strategies for keeping your curriculum deep and rich by
prioritizing context, meaningful messages, and
meaningful tasks that are intrinsically interesting,
cognitively engaging and culturally connected.

Just as we design our traditional face to face classes
to be learner-centered with students being able to
do ALL the work themselves, we want our online
instruction to be self-directed as well. This session
will discuss the practical considerations needed to
create an asynchronous workflow for your students
so they are positioned to find success in their
learning of a world language. When face to face or
even synchronous remote instruction is not possible
- our only solution is having students participate in
self-directed learning and activities asynchronously.
Designing for this type of instruction requires
special considerations. The presenter will walk
attendees through various considerations and show
examples from other teachers who have found
success in creating a structure that works when
time and distance keep teachers and students
apart.

3B - Intentional Planning: Learning
Progressions for Remote & Hybrid Learning

4B - Making It Real with Authentic
Resources

Rebecca Blouwolff, Wellesley MS
Examples in: French

Leslie Grahn, Independent Consultant
Examples in: Arabic, Chinese, French, German,
Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, Spanish

Learn to design effective learning progressions for
remote and hybrid teaching. Guide students from input
to output with a focus on communicative tasks that
build language proficiency. See how level-appropriate
Can-Do statements, varied authentic resources, nonverbal processing tasks, scaffolds, and “level ups”
support students’ real-world communication with
confidence and success. Presentation will include
examples of how to use Nearpod to engage students
during synchronous instruction; strategies for using
Zoom breakout rooms with Google Slides for
accountability; and, ideas for giving proficiency-based
feedback via Google Classroom rubrics.

How can we connect our language learners to the
real world through authentic text? Explore how to
inject interest and relevance into typical novice
units through authentic resources. Participants will
become familiar with strategies for making it real
for our learners through the inclusion of
infographics, video clips, and more. Topics
addressed in this session include curating authentic
resources, engaging the iGeneration, and
connecting to what students are experiencing and
feeling. This interactive session will provide
examples for multiple languages.
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5 PM

5C - You have found authentic resources,
now how do you use them?

6C - Creating Engaging Activities for ALL
World Language Learners

Trudy Anderson, Nathan Hale School
Examples in: English, French, Spanish

Heidi Trude, Loudoun Valley High School
Examples in: French

World language teachers are encouraged to use
authentic resources to help spark interest and increase
proficiency levels. In this workshop, we will discuss
how to find resources and explore using them across
the three modes of communication while adapting
them for the novice and intermediate learners.
Examples of authentic resources and ideas of how they
can be used for different levels of proficiency will be
shared. Participants will work in groups with samples of
resources. They will create questions and activities for
the novice and intermediate learner. Participants will
receive a template for creating questions and multiple
examples of resources.

Are you looking for new activities to engage all
learners? Participants will learn how to use various
tech and non-tech games and activities to create a
student-centered approach to learning that is
guaranteed to engage all students. Be sure to be
ready to participate in this session. You will leave
the session with activities and ideas you can use the
next day! This will be an interactive and hands-on
session where participants will be actively engaged
in the games and activities. A slidedeck will be used
to showcase the various activities. Participants will
also be given the opportunity to share resources
through Flipgrid and Padlet boards.

Cursos de español
en Salamanca

Study abroad, feel at home

Plaza Julián Sánchez “El Charro”, 1 ‐ 37005 Salamanca (España) ‐ Tfno.: +34 923 120 460
delibes@colegiodelibes.com • www.colegiodelibes.com
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Concurrent Sessions - Monday, October 19, 2020
7A - SUPER Projects for
Intermediate/Advanced French & Spanish
Students

4 PM

Jon Shee, St. Luke's School
Evan Downey, St. Luke's School
Liliana Amodeo, St. Luke's School
Examples in: French & Spanish
Project-Based Learning (PBL) units for
intermediate/advanced language classes can range
from disappointing slogs to total academic wins.
Discover examples of many successful and studentappreciated projects, as well as models of task
descriptions and accompanying rubrics. Project design
and evaluation methods will be discussed thoroughly.
Attendees will discover many of the pitfalls that can be
avoided in PBL through student survey feedback and
examples of less-successful projects. We will share
samples of successful PBL projects from varied
contexts: the novel “Le fantôme de l’opéra”, the rock
opera “Le Roi Soleil”, the creation of a virtual
amusement park, a choose-your-own-adventure story
using Google Slides, and the creation of a virtual city.

8A - El proceso creador del alumno en la
clase de ELE
Alfredo Pérez Berciano, Colegio DELIBES
Session Presented in: Spanish
Examples in: Spanish
El uso de las redes sociales o de la “micro escritura”
puede permitir a los alumnos un acercamiento a un
proceso creador, desconocido hasta entonces para
ellos y que favorecerá, sin lugar a dudas, un
aprendizaje más eficiente de la nueva lengua.
¿Por qué no usar la micro literatura tan presente hoy
en día en las redes sociales y en nuestra vida diaria
para trabajar aspectos culturales y lingüísticos en
nuestra clase de español?
La micro literatura puede convertirse en un gran
aliciente para introducir la cultura y fomentar la
capacidad creativa del alumno, desarrollar el lenguaje
y la expresión escrita, fomentar el aprendizaje de
nuevas palabras y por supuesto ayudar a nuestros
alumnos a reforzar su autoestima. Escribir es una
forma de perder el miedo a la lectura.

9B - Google Slides and Google Calendar:
10B - Landmarks on the Road to Proficiency
Comprehensible Input and Comprehensible Lily DeYoung, New Canaan Public Schools
Gianna Bavido, New Canaan Public Schools
Organization

7 PM

Meredith White, Gwinnett County Public Schools
Examples in: English & Spanish
We as teachers work to design and deliver
comprehensible input to our students during class
time, but then what? How can we get the most out of
the resources we're already using to present material
to students? In this session, Google Slides and Google
Calendar will be showcased for not only delivery of
comprehensible input, but also scaffolding, levelingup, and transparent storage for teachers, students,
and stakeholders. Why work so hard to create
engaging, comprehensible lessons if they can only be
used in one way? (All resources herein demonstrated,
including further instructional videos, will be
provided.)

Isobel Owen, New Canaan Public Schools
Rebecca Roth, New Canaan Public Schools
Examples in: Spanish

Once you’ve decided where to go, what are those
“markers” along the way that signify you are headed in
the right direction? How do you know when to
continue on the road you’ve taken before or if it’s time
to take a detour? Join the Elementary WL team from
the New Canaan Public Schools as we share how we
not only define our endpoint for a unit but how we
carefully craft our own pathway to get there. Join us
and learn a variety of strategies we use to move each
of our students along the path to proficiency.
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7 PM

4 PM

Concurrent Sessions - Tuesday, October 20, 2020
11A - Beyond Q&A: Designing Culturally
Rich Interpretive Assessments

12A - Strategies for Equitable Language
Learning

Jesse Gleason, Southern Connecticut State U.
Jorge Rodriguez, Choate Rosemary Hall
Examples in: Spanish

Michele Back, University of Connecticut
Manuela Wagner, University of Connecticut
Dorie Conlon Perugini, Glastonbury Public Schools
Examples in: English, German, & Spanish

Rich, authentic content is the gold standard of
“input” for world language learners. This can include
news articles, book excerpts, and videos made by
members of the target language communities for
other members. Despite the benefits of using these
authentic texts, there are numerous challenges, one
of which is how to assess students’ interpretive
ability. This poster presentation will show teachers
how to go beyond question-and-answer-type
assessments to design culturally rich assessments
that measure their students’ interpretive listening
and reading ability over time. Using three examples
from distinct Chilean cultural communities and
connecting to the disciplines of astronomy and
nature conservation, participants will leave with
authentic model texts, rubrics, and an understanding
of how to design culturally rich interpretive
assessments.

We present practical strategies to support, empower,
and advocate for all language learners--from second
language learners to emergent bilinguals/plurilinguals-while addressing the cultural and linguistic diversity
within our classrooms and communities. Modelled, coconstructed activities reflect intercultural citizenship,
symbolic competence, translanguaging, raciolinguistics,
culturally sustaining teaching, social justice and human
rights education. After a short introduction to this
interdisciplinary approach, the presenters will model
activities that can be adapted to a variety of age groups
and proficiency levels. Reflective questions, activities,
and units will facilitate the participants’ application in a
variety of contexts.

13B – Moving All Students Up the
Proficiency Ladder

14B - Mindful Listening: Honoring What We
Hear

Rita A. Oleksak, Glastonbury Public Schools
Megan Villanueva, Smith MS, Glastonbury
Examples in: English & Spanish

Christine Rapp Dombrowski, PhD, finding dharma
Examples in: English

Join us for an interactive session where teachers
discuss how targeted interventions helped middle
school students show gains in their performance
levels toward reaching their speaking proficiency
targets. Students who scored lower than anticipated
on the AAPPL ILS were targeted for a three-month
intervention and then retested. Presenters will share
the different strategies that were implemented to
support students in the interpretive listening and
interpersonal speaking modes of communication.

The act of listening, with all of your mindful focus, allows
you the opportunity to create more interconnectedness
and authenticity in your life. In this workshop we will
focus on some mindful listening practices, which will give
you the opportunity to create space so that you can
listen and truly hear what others and your inner self are
communicating to you. An exploratory look at
mindfulness activities will be self-reflective and
anecdotal. We will close with a discussion of how this
could also be translated to a world language classroom.
Participants will leave having a variety of mindful and
compassionate listening practices, from which they can
then further build on their own daily, mindful practice.
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Concurrent Sessions - Wednesday, October 21, 2020
15A - Para cultura y proficiencia ...¡Llama a 16A - Strategies for a Successful Class for
New Teachers
la llama!

4 PM

Megan Wojcicki, South Windsor Public Schools
Marisa Lewis, South Windsor Public Schools
Examples in: Spanish
No prob-llama! Novice level speakers can make
cultural comparisons, participate in cultural practices
and interact with authentic products easily! This
session will provide examples of how to embed a
cultural context into every lesson in a full immersion
program that focuses on student proficiency. Lesson
examples incorporating target language cultural
practices, products, and perspectives at the novice
levels will be provided. Participants will engage in
hands-on activities and collaborate with others to
generate ideas to bring back culturally rich lesson
activities to their own classrooms.

17B - Tips + Tools Session for New (or
New-ish) WL Teachers

7 PM

Jonathan Shee, St. Luke's School
Examples in: Chinese, English, French, Latin, &
Spanish
Have you been teaching for under 5 years? Learn
some super tips and tools that can help make your
classroom the best it can be. Get some great
classroom management techniques, technology
hacks, suggestions for dealing with tough parents,
and ideas for impressing administration from a 27year veteran teacher/department chair. Participants
will discover fun games and entertaining activities
that work in all WL classes, rubrics and other
evaluation tools, and other tips that can spice up a
classroom and foster student engagement. They will
learn some strategies for common classroom “tricky”
situations, building or improving relationships with
administration and parents, and promoting their work
and accomplishments outside of the classroom.

Meiching Chang, Glastonbury Public Schools
Examples in: Chinese & English
The first few years of teaching are always challenging
for teachers. We know the theories well, but do not
have enough classroom experiences to implement
them successfully? We spend a lot of time planning our
lessons, but there is much room for improvement. We
want to make our lessons appeal to students, but may
have a hard time finding appropriate activities. In this
session, the presenter will show her experience in
conducting a successful lesson from her experience in
lesson planning, classroom routines, and assessment.
Even though this session is targeted for new language
teachers, it is a good review for veteran teachers as
well.

18B - Beyond Representation: Continuing
the Journey with LGBTQ+ Language
Students
Joseph Parodi-Brown, Ed.D., Marianapolis Prep
Examples in: Spanish & other gendered languages
Based in a social justice model, this workshop
acknowledges the need to represent all of our
students. More and more, students are identifying as
LGBTQ+ earlier and more openly. In our language
classes, students look for language to describe
themselves and seek to identify where they fit in target
language communities. At the same time, activists in
target language countries are seeking ways to make
language less gendered while some feel such changes
are unnecessary or examples of linguistic imperialism.
These tensions will be addressed with suggestions for
both supporting the students in front of us and for
recognizing the authentic language of target cultures.
This workshop offers tools and resources to address
questions that arise and addresses controversies within
TL communities while validating students' identities.
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Concurrent Sessions - Thursday, October 22, 2020
19A - Getting them Talking: Engaging and
Empowering Novice Learners

20A - Get in the Right Frame of “Mindset” to

Teach Grammar Inductively

4 PM

Rebecca Aubrey, Timothy Edwards MS, South Windsor Deborah Espitia, Educational Consultant
Examples in: French & Spanish
Examples in: English, Spanish
How can we get novice learners to exchange
meaningful information in the target language when
they have limited language to draw on? Maintaining a
90%+ target language environment is challenging
with novice learners, particularly as their affective
filter increases. In this session, participants will learn
strategies for scaffolding learning to promote target
language use, as well as explore specific activities to
promote interpersonal speaking and build
circumlocution skills with novice language learners of
all ages.

Change the way you think and you’ll change the way
you teach. A growth mindset is essential in the shift to
teaching grammar inductively. Participants will engage
in a demo of an inductive grammar lesson and review
steps to create these types of grammar lessons for
their own classes. The shift to teaching for proficiency
is more than just getting a new curriculum. Teachers
need to have the characteristics of a growth mindset to
know that it may not be easy nor happen all at once,
but with perseverance and work they can change the
way they’ve always taught to better help their students
become proficient in the target language.

7 PM

21B - ‘Pachas en Perú’: A YouTube Channel 22B - Authentic Connections with Music and
to Inspire Your Students
Movement
Beth Pachas, Joel Barlow High School
Examples in: Spanish

Jenny Delfini, New Paltz CSD
Examples in: English, French, German, Italian, &
Spanish

It’s challenging to find Spanish videos for the
classroom! The ‘Pachas en Perú’ YouTube channel
offers teachers video interviews filmed in Perú with
native speakers of Spanish. Plus, you have access to
activities that accompany many of the videos. The
videos on the channel are organized by topic and
difficulty so that you can immediately see the
available videos for a topic, and can choose the
difficulty level. These videos can be modified for nonnative speakers as well as heritage speakers. During
the workshop, you will see countless ways to
implement these videos, collaborate with colleagues,
and receive modifiable templates.

Music carries memory, either from experiences or
physical movement. Students use music in their
everyday lives - to create social media, to relax, to just
dance. Dance and music combine both linguistic and
cultural aspects of our classes. By using music in our
classrooms, combined with the movements that go
with the selections, our students will be able to make
comparisons and connections with their own music
choices and movements. The natural repetition of the
chorus and verses helps students acquire grammar and
functions in context.
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Exhibitors & Virtual Exhibit Hall
When?
• Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, & Thursday
• 5-6 p.m.

Where?

What?

• Zoom / breakout rooms
• The link is on the
conference website
mailed to registrants

• Visit with our exhibitors!
• Switch between
breakout rooms.

Exhibitors & Organizational Sponsors
•
•
•
•

AATF-Connecticut
Alliance Française of New Haven / Hartford
Chester Technical Services
COLEGIO DELIBES

•
•
•
•

Idioma Education & Consulting
Language Testing International, Inc.
Southern Connecticut State University
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
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CT COLT Board of Directors 2020-2022
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Registration FAQ
HOW DO I REGISTER?
Please visit https://ctcolt.org/events/fall-conference/ to register. Registration is only available online.
WHAT ARE THE REGISTRATION LEVELS?
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

$25 CT COLT Members (& Materials Access) - This rate is for CT COLT members and includes access to videos and
conference materials through 12/31/20. Members must register using their email on file. $5 from each registration goes to
our Ken Lester Scholarship.
$50 Non-CT COLT Members (& Materials Access) - This rate is for non-CT COLT Members and includes access to videos and
conference materials through 12/31/20. As part of the registration process, you will be required to join CT COLT, which will
be an additional $25 beyond this base price of $25, for a total of $50. $5 from each registration goes to our Ken Lester
Scholarship. Non-CT COLT members from the NECTFL region will need to join CT COLT to gain access to materials (video
recordings and handouts) after the conference.
$25 NECTL Region Member Access (No Materials) - This rate is for teachers who are members of organizations in the
NECTFL region and not members of CT COLT. Please note this price does not include access to materials and resources. $5
from each registration goes to our Ken Lester Scholarship.
$0 Presenters (& Materials Access) - This rate is for presenters and requires a special code. Presenters must register in
order to be granted access to videos and conference materials through 12/31/20.
$0 Conference Committee (& Materials Access) - This special rate is for the CT COLT Fall Conference Committee and
includes access to videos and conference materials through 12/31/20. In order to register, committee members must be
members of CT COLT.

WHAT IS THE KEN LESTER SUMMER IMMERSION SCHOLARSHIP?
The Kenneth A. Lester Summer Immersion Scholarship is for students in grades pre-K through 12. The scholarship is to help defray
the cost of summer language study in an existing approved summer language experience program. The maximum award amount is
$1000, not to exceed the total cost of the language experience. For more information, please visit: https://ctcolt.org/awardscontests/student-awards/
HOW MUCH IS MEMBERSHIP IN CT COLT?
Membership is typically:
•
•
•
•
•

One Year = $30.00
Two Years = $55.00
Three Years = $75.00
Retired teachers (not teaching full time) = $15.00 (per year)
Undergraduate / graduate students (not currently teaching) = $15.00 (per year)

However, for the conference, we are offering a special one-year membership rate of $25. For membership information, please visit:
https://ctcolt.org/about/membership/
WHAT ARE THE PAYMENT OPTIONS?
You can pay online, via credit card or with a PayPal account, or you can request an invoice and pay with a check. Please note we are
accepting checks only from organizations. Please make checks out to “CT COLT.” We are not accepting purchase orders. We are
only accepting payment for the conference via check until two weeks before the conference. At that time, we will only accept online
payment. If paying by check, please mail your check to:
Jimmy Wildman
52 Mitchell Drive
East Hartford, CT 06118
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WHY ARE SOME OF THE REGISTRATION OPTIONS LIGHT GRAY?
When you try to register and some options are “light gray” or “grayed out,” it means that you need to join CT COLT to have access to
those registration options. In order to access those other options, you may need to “apply for membership.”

CAN I REGISTER OTHER PEOPLE OR A GROUP OF PEOPLE?
You can register each person separately with their email address, requesting an individual invoice for each one. At this time, there is
no way to batch register a group of people under one contact. You can reach out to fallconference@ctcolt.org to request a group
invoice.
CAN I REQUEST AN INVOICE FOR A GROUP?
Yes. Each person who is registered will receive a separate invoice. If you need a group invoice, please contact
fallconference@ctcolt.org who will get an organizational invoice ready for you.
WHAT IS THE CANCELLATION POLICY?
You can cancel for a full refund up to 3 days before the start of the conference. You can start this process yourself through your CT
COLT account or you can reach out to fallconference@ctcolt.org with questions. All requests for refunds must be made in writing to
CT COLT, no later than three days prior to the conference. No refunds will be made after this date. All refund requests will be subject
to a $25 processing fee and will be made via an organizational check. All check refunds will be processed after the conference;
please allow 4 weeks for processing. All substitution requests must be in writing from the original registrant. Such requests are
subject to a $25 processing fee. Membership fees will not be refunded for any reason.
WHOM DO I CONTACT WITH QUESTIONS?
Reach out to fallconference@ctcolt.org with questions.
HOW DO I ACCESS AN INVOICE, MY REGISTRATION INFORMATION, OR MY PROFILE?
Please visit your CT COLT account and login with your CT COLT membership email and password. Your membership login email is
the email you shared when joining the organization. This email could be your work email or your personal email. You also should
have chosen your password when you joined CT COLT. If you’ve forgotten your password or have not yet logged into Wild Apricot,
please use the “reset password” option. If you are unsure of your CT COLT membership email, please contact
membership@ctcolt.org.
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WHEN WILL I RECEIVE THE ZOOM LINKS AND PASSWORDS FOR THE CONFERENCE?
The conference committee will email access to the links before the conference. Please be sure to have the latest version of Zoom,
and to update your profile display name to have your first and last name.
I AM A PRESENTER; HOW DO I RECEIVE MY SPECIAL REGISTRATION CODE?
Presenter information will be emailed to presenters. If you do not receive an email, please contact fallconference@ctcolt.org.

Newsletter Submissions
Please send documents in MS Word (Times New Roman, 10 point, single spaced) and
please send graphics as separate files (jpeg or gif).
Deadline for next newsletter: October 30, 2020.

The CT COLT World Language News Exchange, Issue No. 172 August 30, 2020. This newsletter is published four times a year
(November, March, June, and July/August), is distributed only to CT COLT current members. Advertising in this publication does
not represent official endorsement by the Connecticut Council of Language Teachers, Inc. of the products and services described
or promoted herein. Your opinions may be sent to Paul M. St. Louis, 275 Cedar Swamp Road, Monson, MA 01057-9303 or emailed to damdars@ctcolt.org or to newsletter@ctcolt.org.
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