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CT COLT is proud to recognize Meiching Chang as CT COLT’s 2019-
2020 Language Teacher of the Year.  Meiching teaches Mandarin in 
Glastonbury Public Schools.  Meiching understands the importance 
of being multilingual and tries to share the gift of languages with 
students in Glastonbury.  In fact, she speaks Taiwanese--the 
language of her homeland-- in addition to Mandarin and English.  
Her language journey started in Taiwan, where she earned her 
undergraduate degree in English.  Subsequently, she earned a 
Masters Degree in TESOL from CCSU.  Her teaching career started 
at elementary schools in Philadelphia.  She then worked in Chinese 
heritage schools in Pennsylvania.  She also taught English to 
speakers of other languages in West Hartford before teaching 

Chinese, and then eventually moving to Glastonbury.  The TOY Award Committee was also impressed by Meiching’s 
leadership with Chinese teachers from around the US and China in the STARTALK Summer Programs held in 
Glastonbury.   
 
“Many language classes teach students to learn part of the language, not the whole language,” according to 
Meiching.  She works to develop student proficiency through a comprehensive and engaging approach that helps 
students to understand the language in context.  She shared with the interview committee her goals for her students 
to develop proficiency:  “My goal for teaching the Chinese language is that if I air-dropped my students into a city, 
town, or street in China, they would be able to come back alive and well, or better yet, stay and thrive.”  In order to 
achieve this goal, Meiching works to create lessons that use as many authentic resources from Chinese as possible, 
In fact, this was the topic of her impressive presentation at the CT COLT Conference in October 2019.   
 
Meiching describes the importance of learning languages for her students as helping them to develop multiple 
perspectives.  We do this so that we can “create a truly multifaceted perspective in which we can examine and 
discuss world issues from both the ‘outsider’ and the ‘inside’ perspective.” This helps to make our students better 
world citizens. 
 
On the important topic of error correction in language learning, Meiching says that it’s important to “convey to 
students the organic state of ‘perfect imperfection that we all exist in as language learners.”  She said that, “even 
after 35 years, I still make mistakes and my students know they can correct me, just as I correct them.” Making 
mistakes is a good thing - it shows that we are learning and understanding our own first language better.  “This is 
actually the perfect core of our language practice” according to Meiching. 
 
The letters of support bestowed glowing praise for the work that Meiching Chang does in Glastonbury.  Rita Oleksak, 
the district’s Director of Foreign Languages and ELL, said “Meiching has done much to build intercultural competence 
in the Chinese language programs.  Her efforts to bring awareness and knowledge about the Chinese language and 
culture, not only for her students, but also for her colleagues and the district as a whole, have been noteworthy.” 
 
In the words of CT COLT President, Lea Graner-Kennedy: “But, it was through class observations I did during the 
spring and again at the summer STARTALK program, that I was able to witness firsthand, the passion, joy and 
commitment that Meiching brings to our profession.”  
 
The Connecticut Council of Language Teachers Teacher of the Year program was established to elevate the status 
and public profile of language learning in our state. The Teacher of the Year Committee seeks to select a candidate 



who demonstrates high leverage teaching practices, enthusiasm for language learning, and the potential for serving 
as an influential advocate for languages. If you know an outstanding language teacher who would be a good 
spokesperson for languages in Connecticut, please consider nominating him or her for consideration as the 2020-
2021 language teacher of the year. A call for nominations will come out in the spring, and more information is 
available on www.ctcolt.org  
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