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President’s Message

Dear Colleagues:

I’ve thought a long time about my

final words to you as your

president before I turn over the

reins of our organization to a very

capable Michaela Volovsek. 

While I will still be part of the

board for two more years as

“immediate past president”, it is

amazing to me how fast these past

four years have already flown by,

serving as vice president, and then president.  I have

thoroughly enjoyed this venture, and have become quite

passionate about the need to “speak many languages with one

voice”.   

Before I pass on the torch to Michaela, I would like to thank

you for the opportunity to have served as the leader of CT

COLT.  It has truly been a fabulous four years getting to know

so many talented and committed language professionals who

continue to work tirelessly behind the scenes to offer you the

fall conference, technology workshops, poetry contest, awards

and scholarships, rhyme celebration, and essay contest to name

our main events.  I marvel at their commitment, talent and

dedication to our profession and to our organization.  They are

the busiest people I know with very full plates.  Yet, they all

have a clear understanding of the need to share, showcase and

to promote and advocate for the study of world languages. 

While we hear that we must ““prepare our youth with 21st

century skills” the fact remains that in many districts across the

state, this is simply given lip service while foreign language

continues to be one of the first items on the budget cut list.  

This isn’t new and it’s not going away despite the rhetoric.  

What other discipline has to constantly defend its value on so

many levels despite the fact that CT COLT was instrumental in

keeping the two year language requirement in the education

reform plan now on the state statutes.

Over the past four years I have addressed many audiences

filled with world language teachers.   At each opportunity, I

challenged teachers to get involved in our state language

organization, saying “if not you, WHO?”   Who is going to

advocate for the study of foreign languages if our own teachers

are not involved?  Who is going to advocate for us when we no

longer even have a state language consultant representing us at

the state department of education?  Who is going to provide up

to date professional development in our discipline?  Who is

going to provide a statewide showcase for our students to

highlight the importance of their work?   CT COLT has

undergone a metamorphosis as we have brought our website

into the 21  century, and are now linked with Facebook andst

Twitter.  As we continue to build and solidify our

organization, we need your input, and continued support. 

Email your director or the executive board to share your ideas. 

Ask what you can do to become more involved in the many

different activities.  We value your opinion and suggestions,

and need to hear from you.   Talk with your colleagues about

the importance of being a CT COLT member.    Without a

strong membership and many hands, this organization cannot

continue to thrive to support and defend our work as foreign

language teachers.  Visit the ctcolt.org website often to find

important news and information and to stay connected as we

continue to expand and offer more services back to our

membership.

Have a wonderful, safe and restful summer as you recharge for

an exciting new school year.  I look forward to working with

you in a different capacity in the near future.

Linda
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Carlos Fuentes: vida de continua

actividad intelectual

Antonio García-Lozada, Central Connecticut State University

Poco queda por decir ante los comentarios y obituarios

elogiosos que se han publicado desde el pasado 15 de mayo,

cuando la noticia de la muerte del escritor mexicano Carlos

Fuentes se extendió por múltiples medios de comunicación en

América Latina, Estados Unidos, Europa e innumerables

lugares del globo terráqueo.  Sin embargo, a la par de las

sentidas expresiones por el vacío que deja Carlos Fuentes cabe

destarcarse que en el ámbito literario, cultural y político, no

sólo nos lega una obra literaria notable sino una vida fecunda

de continua actividad intelectual, a los dos lados del Atlántico;

una forma de vida entregada a esparcir sus saberes y sentires

fervorosamente.  Y en ocasiones como ésta, cabría igual

preguntarse qué queda vivo y qué ha muerto de una obra como

la de Fuentes. Pero en vez de responder qué sigue vigente o

qué está obsoleto en su producción literaria, sería más

provechoso ver cómo los hispanoamericanos aparecemos a la

luz de su mirada. En el caso de Terra Nostra (1975) Cristóbal

Nonato (1987) o La Silla del Águila (2003), que resultan ser

textos capitales, podemos acercarnos y apreciar sin ambages,

por ejemplo, cómo aparece la sociedad hispanoamericana ante

sus ojos.  Y gracias a libros como éstos –a pesar de su

ausencia física- su mirada nos seguirá acompañando; sus

amarres nos seguirán atando.

A tenor de lo anterior, cabe añadir que, en la obra de Carlos

Fuentes encontraremos textos que no sólo se circunscriben a la

ficción sino a reflexiones sobre la historia y realidad social

latinoamericana.  Estas reflexiones le proporcionaron a

Fuentes la estatura de interlocutor indispensable en debates a

nivel mundial, en los que intentó (re)crear una conciencia

histórica sobre el destino latinoamericano.  Y en dicha

recreación se nota el pre-recorrido decimonónico de

Fernández Lizardi, Andrés Bello, José Martí, González Prada,

Juan Montalvo, José Enrique Rodó, entre otros, quienes

también perfilaron el tipo de intelectual cuya motivación fue

racionalizar, moralizar, y crear opinión pública en el mundo

hispanoamericano. En este sentido, las múltiples opiniones de

Fuentes en periódicos, revistas, entrevistas, conferencias,

congresos, o ensayos se corresponden con sus antecesores y se

inscriben en esa loable tarea de analizar, de incitar al debate

sobre nuestra cultura e historia, siempre “en busca de nuestra

expresión” para decirlo con palabras de Pedro Henríquez

Ureña.  Pero esa empresa de reconstrucción, por el carácter de

haber sido polémica, le costó a Fuentes a que se le tildara de

pertenecer a ortodoxos grupúsculos de izquierda hasta el punto

de habérsele considerado –en la década de los ochenta-,

enemigo de alta peligrosidad de los Estados Unidos de

América.  Sin embargo, estos señalamientos no amilanaron su

constante objetivo de desenmascarar las imposturas o

implacables crueldades a las que ha sido sometida la sociedad

latinoamericana, sino más bien lo indujo a invocar

implícitamente el mensaje ya manifiesto en obras como las de

sus compatriotas Rodolfo Usigli y Juan Rulfo: El gesticulador

(1938) y Pedro Páramo (1955) respectivamente. 

Carlos Fuentes comprometido con esas preocupaciones sobre

Hispanoamérica, y en correspondencia con su avidez lectora,

publicó dos textos sobre la novela: el primero, La nueva

novela hispanoamericana (1969) y el segundo, La gran

novela latinoamericana (2011).  En el primero hace una

lectura crítica a partir de disyuntiva “civilización y barbarie”

en la que recorre textos que van desde el Facundo Domingo

Faustino Sarmiento a Rómulo Gallegos y de éste a Borges,

Carpentier, Vargas Llosa y García Márquez hasta Juan

Goytisolo.  En este texto, Fuentes propone una premisa inversa

a la de Sarmiento, esta es que a través de nuestro lenguaje, en

el ámbito de la creación literaria, de la imaginación, se

revertirá la barbarie.  Da a entender Fuentes que la

imaginación deviene de la civilización, y por ello existe la

capacidad de oponer con el lenguaje cualquier forma de

barbarie que intermitentemente ha sacudido a nuestras

sociedades hispanoamericanas.  En el segundo texto,

publicado hace once meses, Fuentes de nuevo hace un nuevo

recorrido por la novela latinoamericana desde el llamado

“descubrimiento” del continente hasta el año 2011.  En los

veintidós capítulos se registran un número representativo de

escritores y escritoras, en los que plantea la hipótesis sobre la

carencia de continuidad política de la llamada “civilización”

pregonada por los poderes gubernamentales latinoamericanos, 
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con lo cual la imaginación mediante la palabra se erige como

posibilidad de expresarse reflexiva, y críticamente, sobre su

entorno.  Es decir que, ante la fragmentación de los poderes,

revolucionarios o democráticos, la imaginación ha mantenido

continuidad en el espacio de la creatividad, de la metáfora,

donde letra tras letra puede superar cualquier “marco

ideológico o tecnocrático”. * 

Excepcional en más de un sentido es lo que se refleja en sus

datos biográficos.  Carlos Fuentes nació en Panamá, el 11 de

noviembre de 1928. Estudió en Suiza y Estados Unidos. Luego

vivió por diferentes periodos en Quito, Montevideo, Río de

Janeiro, Washington, Santiago y Buenos Aires. En su

adolescencia regresó a México, donde se radicó hasta 1965. 

Fuentes se graduó en Derecho en la Universidad Autónoma de

México y en el Instituto de Altos Estudios Internacionales de

Ginebra (Suiza). Fue delegado de México ante los organismos

internacionales con sede en Ginebra, en el Centro de

Información de la ONU en México, en la Dirección de

Difusión Cultural de la UNAM y en la Secretaría de

Relaciones Exteriores. Fue embajador de México en Francia

(de 1972 a 1976) y jefe de la Delegación de México en la

reunión del grupo de los 19 países en desarrollo participantes

en la  Conferencia sobre  Cooperación Económica

Internacional. Figura central de la novelística moderna en

castellano, entre los títulos más importantes de la obra de

Fuentes destacan: “La región más transparente” (1959),  La

muerte de Artemio Cruz (1962), “Zona sagrada” (1967),

“Cambio de piel” (1967), “Terra nostra” (1975), “Cristóbal

Nonato” (1987) y “Los años con Laura Díaz”. Otros títulos de

especial significación son “Agua quemada” (1981); “Gringo

viejo” (1985).  La Silla del Águila (2003) Todas las Familias

Felices (2006), La Voluntad y la Fortuna (2008). Desde la

década de 1970, la vida de Carlos Fuentes estuvo en un periplo

itinerante: lo mismo vivía durante algunas temporadas en París

que enseñaba en Princeton, Harvard, Columbia y Cambridge.

Su intensa vida académica se resume en los títulos de

Catedrático en las Universidades de Harvard (USA) y

Cambridge (Inglaterra), así coma la larga lista de sus

doctorados honoris causa (por las Universidades de Harvard,

Cambridge, Warwick, Essex, Miami, Chicago...) Algunos de

los premios y reconocimientos que recibió el escritor

mexicano son: Premio Biblioteca Breve, el Premio Nacional

de Literatura de México (México), el Premio Rómulo

Gallegos, el Premio Alfonso Reyes, el Premio Miguel de

Cervantes, el Premio Menéndez Pelayo en 1992, la Legión de

Honor francesa en 1992, el Premio Príncipe de Asturias de las

Letras 1994, el I Premio a la Latinidad, concedido por las

Academias francesa y brasileña de la Lengua, 1999, la

Medalla de Honor Belisario Domínguez (que concede el

Congreso de su país), y muchos otros.* 

* Tomado de la La Gran Novela Latinoamericana

(Alfaguara, p. 438).

**Tomado de la página oficial de Carlos Fuentes

Advocacy

Renew our commitment to teach

foreign languages

June 10, 2012 

In many ways Massachusetts is a national leader in education.
However, our children have been let down (“Biting in
tongues,’’ Globe West, May 17). Our exemplary Foreign
Languages Curriculum Framework, published in 1999, called
for all students to become proficient in at least one language in
addition to English by graduation 
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Even at that time, it was
understood that foreign language
proficiency was an essential career
and life skill.

The Foreign Languages Curriculum
Frameworks Review Panel was told
that MCAS testing of foreign
language proficiency would follow.
Further, the 2002 report referenced
in the Globe’s article clearly
outlines a plan of action to lay the
g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  s t a t e w i d e
a s s e s s m e n t  ( p a g e  1 7 ,
www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/f

oreign/report.pdf).

Unfortunately, the recent foreign
language enrollment data show that
now, fewer students have access to
the programming that is outlined in
the framework, which calls for
language instruction from pre-
kindergarten to Grade 12. At the
same time, in the past decade, the
political and economic reality
r e q u i r e s  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  o f
proficiency and increased cultural
understanding in order to compete
with global peers and maintain our

national security.

For today’s youth to be competitive in this increasingly global
environment, the ability to speak multiple languages is
essential. Even those who have no political or international
career aspirations will be better equipped to excel in local jobs
with additional language skills.

According to the US Department of Commerce, in 2012, more
than one in five careers in the United States depends on
international trade and commerce.

Though a common excuse of our population’s lack of language
skills is “everyone in the world speaks English,” the reality is
that 80 percent of the world’s population does not speak
English.

The most economical way to ensure that our business people,
public servants, armed forces, government and aid workers,
and politicians are prepared for the future that faces them is to
provide language instruction in K-12 and beyond.

At a US Senate hearing on May 21, “A National Security
Crisis: Foreign Language Capabilities in the Federal
Government,” Linda Thomas-Greenfield, director general of
the US Department of State, reported that the Department of

Defense estimates it costs $250,000 per person to train
employees for positions requiring proficiency in a foreign
language.

Foreign language programming in public schools is
consistently cut so that more remediation courses can be
provided for the MCAS-tested subject areas.

The irony is that foreign language learning supports improved
performance in those very areas. Research shows that foreign
language study increases creativity and analytical thinking, and
improves standardized test scores, among many other benefits.

According to the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages, (the “benefits accrue with instruction that
is continuous throughout the school year, connected grade to
grade, and more frequent than twice per week, adding up to at
least 90 minutes per week, at both the elementary and middle
school levels.”

The state Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
needs to provide the leadership to districts to make our model
framework the reality that it was intended to be more than a
decade ago.

Our very own future depends on their action and support.

Tiesa M. Graf

President, Massachusetts Foreign Language Association

Chairwoman,

South Hadley High School

Foreign Language Department

© Copyright 2012 Globe Newspaper Company

Why World Language Study has

made a Difference to Me

by Katie Uricchio, 

Graduate of Glastonbury High School

Student at Quinnipiac University in Hamden

My family and I moved to Glastonbury shortly before I entered
Kindergarten – mostly because of the school system’s
reputation for a quality education. Growing up I was never
exposed to another language other than English. Starting in
first grade, a Spanish teacher would roll a cart containing
various objects and flashcards. It was then that I learned the
alphabet song, the colors, and the animals. Each year the
teachers would add more on to our vocabulary and teach us
also about the weather and time. One of my most distinct
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memories of elementary school was from our Mexican Fiesta
celebration that we had in second grade. All of our parents
were invited to the gymnasium where we performed many
songs and traditional dances while dressed in authentic
Mexican clothing. This was the first time that everyone was
able to see how much fun Spanish could be and immerse
ourselves as part of a different culture. At such a young age I
was given the opportunity to begin to understand traditions of
Spanish-speaking countries and learn to respect their customs. 

In 6  grade it was possible to switch over to French and wasth

the first time we had a full period dedicated to language.
Although learning a language at a young age was very
challenging for most, the teachers made it fun and exciting. In
7  and 8  grade, all students who stay in the public systemth th

move to Smith Middle School. Here they are given the option
to take Spanish, French, Russian, and, for a small number of
students, Japanese. As a student who continued to take
Spanish, I began learning about different Spanish cultures and
their histories. Some of our projects included presentations on
famous explorers like Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca and
Hernán Cortés. We would research current Spanish culture
idols like Penelope Cruz, Shakira or baseball players such as
Jorge Posada and then act our skits in Spanish to describe their
life stories and how they became famous. It was wonderful
how these projects enhanced our view on different cultures
while making learning so engaging. French students were at
the same level of vocabulary and grammar as Spanish students
even though it was only their third year because the two
languages are so close. Even at this point I know many
students who were entering in competitions for writing in
Spanish and French poetry and other writing contests. Our
language department gave us the confidence to try new things
and become more interested in the cultures we were studying. 

When I entered high school, the Spanish classes were
structured differently. My first year we spoke half English and
half Spanish in class until my teacher left on maternity leave.
Our substitute was a native of Chile who had just started
teaching Spanish here in the US. This changed the classroom
setting because English was difficult for her. I began to
understand the language very well because we had to explain
English ideas to our teacher in both Spanish and English. This
was also a great opportunity because she explained situations
we were learning about in relation to her culture. For example,
after learning about the Incas, Mayas and Aztecs, she
discussed farming strategies and traditions from her village in
Chile. The goal of our language department is to offer as many
options for students as they can to broaden the study of world
languages and cultures. In high school, the new options for
other languages included Latin, Ancient Greek and Chinese.
Our school system is fortunate enough to offer four exchanges
although some only occur every other year. I was very lucky to
participate in the Spanish exchange to Madrid my junior year. 

The year I went abroad for two weeks, the French and Russian
exchanges went abroad as well. In Glastonbury, the Spanish
and French exchanges are annual, the Spanish students coming
in the fall and the French in the spring. The Russian exchange
only occurs every other year because their students come in the
fall and our students don’t go to Russia until the following
spring break. Starting last year, Glastonbury High School now
offers a Chinese exchange, following the same guidelines as
the Russian exchange.

The opportunity I had to study Spanish in another country was
one of the best experiences I have ever had. Although two
weeks isn’t a very long time, it was the unique experience of
being able to live with a host family and completely immerse
yourself in the language – an opportunity that is rare even for
college students studying abroad. I had the chance to try new
foods, meet new people, and experience a culture I had been
learning about for the past three years. I feel more comfortable
in places I have never been because of the fact that I went
abroad and lived with a family – forcing me to eat, sleep and
breathe a different culture. Whenever someone asks me about
my experience in Madrid, I always tell him or her to apply and
try to go abroad. It is difficult to describe to someone else how
I have fallen in love with a culture so similar yet different from
my own. To this day I still stay in contact with my Spanish
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family and I will be visiting them this summer. Spanish has
opened so many doors for me and it will in the future as a
nurse which is my major at Quinnipiac University. 

The Glastonbury public school system has offered me the
opportunity to learn a language at such a young age that I am
confident in myself when in a Spanish-speaking country or in a
situation where I need to communicate with someone who
does not understand English. My school motivated its students
to enter writing contests in Spanish, French and Russian,
inducted them into honor societies and created clubs for
people to explore their love of different cultures. I think that
other school systems should encourage their students to learn
languages as early as possible and continue with them until
they graduate. I feel very prepared as a first-year student in
college taking a language in comparison with those who have
only taken one or two years in high school. Although at times I
have struggled with learning a different language, looking back
on it, I am so happy to have learned Spanish so well and am
very grateful for the opportunity of receiving such a quality
education through the Glastonbury public school system. 

Why Study Latin?

The following five essays were written by Latin students from
AITE.

Andy St. Fleur, A4 Latin, AITE

Why Study Latin?

The question is why shouldn’t we study Latin? Everything we
know of deprives from Latin. The state motto of Connecticut is
Qui transtulit sustinet. Latin for “He who is transplanted still
sustains”. Well known in the United States as the motto of
the United States Marine Corps is Semper Fidelis or "Always

Faithful". Pax vobiscum meaning “peace with you” is a

salutation used in Catholic Mass.

Studying Latin one will start to read the great classics of Latin
literature. If you want to explore philosophy- major
philosophers originated from Italy and Greece and you'll know
about Virgil, Cicero, Horace, Ovid, etc. These famous poets
embrace traditions in writing such as Shakespeare. 

The most common benefit of studying Latin is improving the
understanding of the English language. We derive about 60%
of our English words from Latin. It is also a root language
today for the “romance languages.” The Roman alphabet is a
widely used system and is our very own alphabet. Students,
who study Latin, have a chance of score higher of their SAT
sections. It can help you understand grammar and sentence
structure, and that may help you in the Writing section. Many
people believe that Latin will help you learn more root words,
and therefore improve your vocabulary. Personally what I
learned in Latin has helped me in the SAT’s Reading section
as well. 

Latin literature is related to Roman History. Translating Latin
stories offers knowledge about the historic time period that
influenced Europe. The trips Mrs. Koltypin plans each year,
one will see the monuments you read in class through your
own eyes. 

The creation of law, development of democratic government
practices; influences in language, infrastructure, and city-
planning are all influenced by the Romans. Roman twelve
tables are similar to today’s bill of rights. They both covered
every aspect of everyday life. Roman law creation the division
between public law, in which the state is directly involved. Our
government was inherited from the Romans. Although it might
be very different, our government is based on Roman
democracy which gives power to the citizens. 

The Romans used paved roads for many purposes and their
Aqueduct systems were very sophisticated. Roman aqueducts
carried water to cities. We have our modern water pipes and
many towns have water towers for storage. However buildings
had the most significant influence on modern day
infrastructure. We emulate their style architecture and improve
it. The white house is a prime example of Roman architecture.
The use of concrete is another example. In modern cities it’s
hard to find sidewalks or streets made without concrete. Next
is the arch. Most bridges compose an arc. Atriums in modern
public buildings use this architectural structure for their
lobbies, waiting rooms, or reception areas. 

I took Latin for 4 years and until my junior year I didn’t really
understand it. But personally, I love Latin. It really is a great
language even though it can be difficult to learn. Taking Latin
makes it a lot easier to learn the other romance languages.
Carpe Diem  friends, or as you may know it “Yolo”

Jordan C. Bellairs, AITE

Cur studio Latino?

Why study Latin one might ask? If only a few speak Latin
today why study it, you might ask? Well my friend there are
plenty of reasons why one should take Latin as the language to
study. Latin the language of the Ancient Romans, one of
history’s greatest empires and still as famous today as it was
then. The Romans left this world giving us a vast amount of
knowledge, culture and legacy; from their strides in the field of
law and medicine, to engineering and politics. You will be
immersed into all of these subjects upon entering Latin for the
first year. I can tell you from personal experience that I would
not have learned as much history, culture, religion and
language in any other class than in my Latin class. If you are a
cosmopolitan to be or just enjoy having vast knowledge at
your disposal than Latin is defiantly the language for you, you
be picking up a little more than just a language.
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H o w  i s  t h i s
k n o w l e d g e
p r a c t i c a l  y o u
might ask? Well
did you know that
Latin makes up
6 0 %  o f  a l l
E n g l i s h
vocabulary; it is
also the founder
o f  t h e  p r e -
alphabet that was
turned into the
alphabet that we
use today. With a
solid foundation
o f  L a t i n  I
personally found

it especially useful when taking the writing and comprehension
portion of the SAT test. If not for the SATs Latin doesn’t just
influence English but the Romance languages as well, on a
practical level, it is far easier for those with a firm base in
Latin to learn a modern Romance language; you just can’t
spell Romance without Roman.  Besides the support in
languages Latin is also a major contribution to the field of
Law. Lawyers, judges, and other law officials must be well
versed in the language of Latin. Over a 100 of Latin phrases
are used just in the court room today. Even the bar exam uses
about 35% of Latin in some form in its questions. But lawyers
are not the only profession that needs the taste of Latin. The
medical field is also introduced to this diverse language. In
medicine one must know Latin for most if not all the original
names in anatomy are written in Latin. As well as certain types
of pills and medications have Latin roots or origins. Latin has
become so influential to today’s society that most of the
schools have adopted some form of Latin. Most schools that
you might apply to will most likely have a motto which
represents the theme of the college, reason being is that early
U.S. history Latin was taught to students as another language
in elementary school. So by taking Latin you’re renewing this
idea. Even today the most famous colleges like Harvard and
Yale have most of their students continue this tradition by
making them study Latin as a requirement. Latin has become
very prominent in today’s society even if we don’t realize it. 

One of the ways Latin is expressed today is through the culture
and legacy of their time. Their religion and legends are some
of today’s most known knowledge. I’m sure everyone has
heard of Jupiter and Mars and all of the great gods and
goddess as well as their exceptional tales. If not perhaps you
heard of Roman’s heroes and writers like Ulysses and Cicero.
These two are some of the Rome’s most famous people their
stories have lasted throughout the centuries and are still told in
relevance today. If you wish to become a famous writer or poet
one day than I suggest learning from the best and who’s better
than Caesar, Cicero, Livy, Ovid etc. all of their stories can still

be read today and
by taking Latin
their works will
become a part of
your curriculum.
Perhaps becoming
writing isn’t want
you want in your
curriculum that’s
fine since Latin
has some many
subjects. Another
o n e  c o u l d  b e
l e a r n i n g  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t
system of Rome
which might be
beneficial if you
wished to become a politician. Learning about Caesar and the
other Emperors of Rome will defiantly teach you a lesson or
two, and learning what it takes to rule an empire wouldn’t hurt.

Another part of the Latin curriculum which is my favorite and
came as a pleasant surprise was the vast amount of engineering
the Romans had. We cover the aqueducts, the arches, roads,
monuments, temples, and palaces which the Romans built and
became the starting block for the modern engineering as we
know it. I remember watching a movie in class during my
freshmen year called Engineering an Empire Rome this is
what hooked me to Latin for the next four years. I believed
that Latin was like other languages at first, but it is far deeper
than that. Latin may old but with its age it gained a wealth of
knowledge that we can still use today. That is why I suggest
taking Latin over any other language no matter the career
whether for law, medicine, writing, politics or engineering
(like me) Latin has become a great stepping stone in my future
goals and I’m sure it will be for you too. Best of luck friends!

Liz Flynn, Latin 4 A4, AITE

Why Study Latin?

It is a common misconception in this day in age that Latin is a

dead language. Yes it’s true that people don’t walk around

conversing in Latin, and Latin is not a national language of any

country; but it is severely incorrect to say that Latin is dead.

Everything that our world stems from comes from Latin

influences (as well as Roman and Greek). However, it is an

accurate statement to say that if not for the Latin language, the

English language would be almost nonexistent. 

Unfortunately, the Latin language doesn’t receive the

recognition that it deserves. Latin is said to be the language of

scholars and academics that it should be saved just for people
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to follow CT COLT

on FaceBook
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of high esteem, and because of that reason, many people shy

away from tackling the language at all. I know that that was

something I faced my freshman year of high school when it

came to picking a language to study. It would’ve been much

easier for me to go down the beaten path of Spanish or French,

the more accepted of languages in high school. However,

something about Latin intrigued me. I was drawn to this

language. I wanted to go off of the beaten path and try

something new, and foreign. 

Even though I wanted to try something different, I knew it was

going to be a lot of hard work and that I would have to put a

lot of effort in to get the most out of this language that so many

were made shy by. I started Latin in my freshman year of high

school, and within the first week of the class I knew it was

going to be a long four years of learning, but I also knew that it

would be worth it. I’ll be the first to admit that Latin was not

the easiest language for me to grasp, and there were many

instances during my Latin I career where I had wished that I

hadn’t signed up for this class. I thought about switching out

and taking Spanish because it would have been easier for me,

and the more common of the languages. But regardless of that,

there was still something keeping me in the class. 

It wasn’t until my junior year in high school where I finally

figured out how beneficial this language was really was. I was

study for my ACT and SAT tests, reviewing vocabulary. I was

amazed at how many words I knew that many other people

didn’t know. It was because of Latin that I was able to

understand what different prefixes and suffixes meant, which

made it easier for me to understand what the English word

could mean. I did extremely well on my SAT verbal because

of taking Latin. 

Once I realized that I was actually getting something beneficial

out of this class, I started to have more respect for the

language. Latin didn’t just help me with SAT and ACT tests; it

also helped me in my English classes. Just this year we were

discussing the different connections in Heart of Darkness, and

due to my studying of Latin I was able to find so many

different mythological connections throughout the book. Me

other Latin students that were in my English class were able to

list off ten different connections within just twelve pages of

Heart of Darkness, we were even able to point out more than

my English teacher had realized. 

So basically, if it hasn’t already been gathered from the 

aforementioned information, Latin is not a language that

should be ignored. Latin is a language that should be

embraced, something that should come out from the shadows.

The Latin language does not get the attention and credit that it

deserves. I would highly suggest to everyone to take Latin at

least some point in their life. At first it may seem too much to

bear, but once the course progresses, it’s easy to see how

beneficial it will actually be in the long run. 

Latin will help in future educational endeavors, and in

personal growth. In taking Latin not only will a person be able

to store lots of important information, they will also be able to

understand the world around them. They will be able to mature

mentally as a person, and appreciate their world that much

WANTED

Applicants for the following

Regional Director positions

on the CT COLT Board of Directors:

Northwest Region

Northeast Region

North Central Region

Southeast Region

Southwest Region

Help CT COLT advocate for the cause

of World Language Learning and

Teaching!

Please visit the CT COLT website

www.ctcolt.org (“About” menu)

and download and send in

your nomination form!
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more, knowing that almost everything they do has a Roman

connection.  Carpe diem (seize the day), take Latin. 

Matt Petrower, Latin 4, AITE

Why Study Latin?

Despite what some might say, Latin is in no way a dead
language. Many people still study it…but why? Why study a
language that is never used in conversation anymore?

First of all, Latin allows us to learn more about many different
languages that are spoken today, including English. Did you
know that 60 percent of English comes from Latin? Therefore,
knowing some Latin vocabulary could be very useful for those
who like to read. It is also helpful for high school students who
plan on taking the SATs. I, for one, was able to connect some
SAT words to Latin, which definitely boosted my score.

Studying Latin also has the added benefit of teaching about the
history and culture of ancient Rome. My high school Latin
class doubled as a history class, which made it all the more
enjoyable. I learned about key topics such as Julius Caesar, the
government, and mythology. Want to learn about the Roman
Empire? Study Latin and have that knowledge as a bonus!

Many people like a good challenge, and Latin is available to
them as well. It is not an easy language; there are many rules
and difficulties to consider. For example, there are five noun
declensions four verb conjugations to learn. It took me quite
some time before I felt comfortable with translating.

Finally, for all the reasons mentioned above, Latin is a very
enjoyable language. I find it fun to do all of the following:

· Study multiple languages at the same time.
· Learn about the ancient Roman government, mythology,

and way of life.
· Have many differing and challenging topics to study as

well as putting them into practice.

Clearly, I enjoyed my time in Latin class. My personal favorite
subject to learn about was the Roman gods and goddesses and
mythological stories. I found it interesting to know about
whom the Romans worshipped and what exactly those gods
and goddesses did. Plus, my classmates and I were able to
make many connections to modern society, such as the
Athlete’s Foot logo symbolizing the footwear of Roman god
Mercury (or Greek god Hermes).

Everyone surely has an opinion of what specific part of Latin
is the most difficult. For me—and don’t let this deter you from
studying the language—it was the verb tenses. We learned
about verb tenses that I had never actually focused on in any

English class, such as the pluperfect case. Each tense has a
multitude of verb endings due to the different conjugations.
Though it can be a difficult concept to grasp, it was just
another part of the language that I found enjoyable.

In conclusion, I would highly recommend Latin to anyone who
wants to learn a new language. Audentes fortuna iuvat.
(Fortune favors the bold.)

Rhea Johnson, A1 Latin III, AITE

Why Study Latin?

Why study Latin? It’s a dead language; where in the world
would you be able to see people actively speaking Latin? Why
would one choose to spend their valuable time learning the
basic concepts of Latin when they could spend the time
learning a language more apt to the world in this day and age,
for example Arabic or Mandarin Chinese? Why are we
constantly trying to unearth the ancient Latin language from
years and years of advanced development? In truth, the answer
to all these questions is that there is no other language that has
given such a long-lasting effect on our culture as we know it
today. 

Latin essentially helps us in the study of our own language –
English. More than half of the words in modern English are
borrowed from Latin, thereby increasing one’s English
vocabulary tremendously. Also, because of the large number
of case endings and other grammatical regulations, learning
Latin helps in the understanding of English grammar. Hand in
hand, having both a strong vocabulary and grammar sense will
serve to be extremely beneficial during standardized tests such
as the SATs in which students with the highest scores are
sought after by the most competitive universities. 

Latin is essentially the key to modern Romance languages,
such as Spanish, French, and Italian, mainly because 80% of
these languages are derived from the Latin language. The
foundation of several professions is Latin. For example, many
Latin roots are found in today’s medical terminology. There is
the suffix “oma” which tumor, or an abnormal growth of cells,
the root “ectomy” which means to cut out or remove, and the
prefixes “hyper” meaning above or more than normal and
“hypo” meaning below or less than normal. In the law
professions, Latin is greatly used. For example, there are many
Latin terms which are used in the courtroom. “Habeas corpus”
meaning we command that you bring forth the body, referring
to the person being held in prison. There is also “pro bono”
meaning for the public good, in these cases, high-priced
lawyers will not charge a fee for particular suspects they
defend. 
Apart from the Latin language itself, knowledge of the Latin
classics such as Dante and other Romantic poets, increases our
cultural literacy. Understanding the cultural experience of
ancient Rome also helps us understand the breakdown of our
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CT Council of Language Teachers (CT COLT)

MANY LANGUAGES    -   ONE VOICE

CT COLT NEEDS YOU!

Enjoy the intellectual stimulation of working with colleagues

who are as passionate about language learning as you are.

Here is how YOU can get involved:

JOIN a committee:

· Fall Conference Committee:   meets monthly from 4-6  

o Subcommittees:  Publicity, ways and means, exhibitors, technology, registration,

evaluation, program, hospitality

o Can’t commit to monthly meetings?  Then, plan to give an hour or two working the

ways and means table, registration tables, set up the day before, or clean up that

afternoon, offer to be a facilitator (to put dots on the CEU forms and alphabetize them

in the workshop you attend), offer to do a workshop evaluation, or simply ask “what

can I do to help?”   Invite a colleague to submit a proposal about something that you

know they do so well.

· Board subcommittees:     Meets when necessary, often on line,

o History, membership, technology, social networking, advocacy, position papers/policy,

newsletter, research to support above subcommittees

· Poetry Recitation  Contest:    Meets monthly , and more often as event gets closer

o Sub committees: Steering, Judges, Food, Steering, Set-up/Take-down, Registration,

Student Guide, Parking & Grounds, Entertainment 

· Rhyme Celebration:   

· Tech Academy:   meets when necessary, much done on line, attends workshops, hosts, gives

workshops, depending on need…

PARTICIPATE:   Involve your students in the Rhyme celebration, poster contest, poetry contest, CT

COLT awards, and attend tech academy workshops, and the fall conference.



VOLUNTEER:  

· to judge a contest 

· to give a workshop at the fall conference

· to teach a tech workshop, to host one of the events

· to write a column or article for the newsletter

· to write letters to your congressmen when an issue arises

· to offer tech expertise or artistic  talent on a current project

· to research info needed for decision making  and communication, or if you want to be involved,

but must do a project from home.   

SERVE ON THE BOARD:   Directors terms are two years, for 8 regions.  Meetings are held every

other month from 4-6, with a one day retreat in late June.   Directors also send out timely information

to the members of their region through email.  If you are interested in this, speak to someone on the

exec board to let them know.

AAT reps, represent the many individual language organizations – i.e. AATF, AATG, AATSP, etc.  at the

board meetings and have the same duties as the directors, as well as to bring information from their

organizations to the board, and to write articles about their organization for the newsletter.

For more information contact:  Linda Dalpe    lindald001@aol.com  or ldalpe@enfieldschools.org

Home:   860-289-8101  or  Work:   860-253-5556

and SAVE!

Starting with THIS issue, a paper copy

of the newsletter will only be sent to

those members who request it.

Email Paul at pmsaint@verizon.net to

request a paper copy of the NEXT

newsletter.

Save a lot of trees and some of CT

COLT resources that can be better

spent elsewhere by opting NOT to

receive a paper copy of the newsletter.
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democratic society today. 

Overall, rather than asking why study Latin, the real question

is why not study Latin? It increases our vocabulary and

grammar sense, it allows us to better understand the English

language, it makes us good candidates of the most competitive

of universities, it increases our cultural literacy, and even

makes us reflect and appreciate our world today because of the

influences from ancient Rome. 

CT COLT News

CT COLT Past President, Barbara

Lindsey elected to the NECTFL

Board!

Jaya Vijayasekar, Past President, CT COLT

Past Chair, NECTFL

At the 2012 gathering of the Advisory Council of the

Northeast Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

(NECTFL), three new members were elected to the NECTFL

Board.  We are delighted to announce that Barbara Lindsey,

the Director of the Multimedia Center at UCONN, Storrs, was

one of the three to be elected for a four year term until 2016. 

The Northeast Conference on the Teaching of Foreign

Languages (NECTFL) is the oldest (1954) multi-language

association of pre-kindergarten through university teachers in

the country. Although nominally a regional association, its

activities, publications, and annual conference attract

participants from around the country and the globe. Currently,

about 40 states and 10 foreign countries send a total of 2,500

educators to the Northeast Conference each year.

The Northeast Conference traces its Origins back to the 1940's

and 50's; today it is governed by an Advisory Council and by a

Board of Directors composed of 15 language educators from

the NECTFL region, supported by the central office staff and

consultants. The Board chooses a Conference Chair annually,

and its committees carry out the organization's mission of

providing the best professional development in the field.

The 2013 Conference, on which Barbara is currently working

with the Board to plan, will again be held at the Marriott

Waterfront in Baltimore, Maryland on March 7-10.  Please

visit NECTFL at http://www.nectfl.org/index.html  for more

information regarding Barbara’s election to the Board and her

role at NECTFL.  CONGRATULATIONS, Barbara!

Organizational News

AATG-CT Annuals Awards Banquet

By Christine Rapp Dombrowski

President, AATG Connecticut

On May 4  AATG-CT held its annual Awards Banquet toth

celebrate our 126 Connecticut students, who scored above the

85  percentile on the AATG National German Exam.  Amongth

the schools represented were: Cheshire High School, both

German Schools of Connecticut, The Hotchkiss School, New

Milford High School, Ridgefield High School, Southington

High School, Staples High School, Wilton High School and E.

O. Smith High School.  Congratulations to all of our students

and to our wonderful German teachers, whose work and

dedication to teaching the German language and culture is

reflected in the successes of their students.

In addition to the AATG National German Exam awards,

several students were also recognized for their outstanding

academic achievements in German and for their enthusiasm

and dedication to learning about the German language and

culture.  Samuel Goodell from New Milford High School was

presented with the Zoltan Toman Award.  The AATG of

Connecticut Award was presented to Bennett Unfried from the

German School of Connecticut West.  A further two students

from the Ridgefield school district won awards as well. 

Connor Duncan was awarded the Langenscheidt Award, while

Sarah Blumrich was given the AATG Trip to Germany award. 

Barbara Lindsey (on the left) and two other NECTFL

Board Candidates
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Sarah received this award after winning the Connecticut

nomination for the travel award and then being selected by

national committee as one of 39 students chosen from all

across the U.S.  She will be traveling to Germany this summer

for 3 or 4 weeks, staying with a German family and attending a

Gymnasium.  This is the second year that a student from

Ridgefield, Connecticut was honored with this national AATG

travel award.  

Along with our students and teachers of German, we were

honored to have an international journalist and author as guest

speaker, Klaus Stimeder.  The Austrian journalist has lived

and travelled throughout Europe, the Middle East and Central

and North America, as well as reported from several war zones

including Afghanistan and Kosovo.  Now based in New York,

Stimeder gives reports on sports, politics, economics and

cultural events for several international publications, as well as

serves as editor for his own critically well-received

publication, DATUM, founded in 2004.  He spoke at the

banquet to the families and teachers of his passion for

international and cultural studies, especially German, as well

as read to us an excerpt from his latest novel Here is Berlin

(2012).

Thank you to Eileen Wilson AATG-CT Treasurer and

Banquet Chair, Krishna Winston AATG- Secretary, and Iris

Bork-Goldfield AATG-CT Testing Chair, who made this

evening possible, but most of all thank you to our wonderful

German students and their dedicated and talented teachers!

Alliance Française de Hartford

Harpin/Rohinsky Scholarship Fund

Academic year 2012-2013

Every year, the

A l l i a n c e

Française  de

Hartford and

the Hartfo rd

Foundation for

Public Giving

s e l e c t  a

d e s e r v i n g

s t u d e n t  o f

French  from

t h e  G r e a t e r

Hartford Area

to receive the

Harpin/Rohinsky Scholarship for the following academic year.

This year, our congratulations go to Ms. Jennifer Klemonsky,

a student at Granby Memorial High School who was awarded

a $3,000 renewable scholarship for the academic year 2012-

2013. 

Jennifer loves languages and cultures in general and the

French language and culture in particular. Her love for

languages prompted her to learn French, Spanish, and

Mandarin Chinese. 

Jennifer is a very accomplished young woman. With an

impressive 3.95 GPA, she has been able to gracefully balance

her academics and other extracurricular interests. During her

high school stint, she participated actively in the Student

Government, the Leo club (Jr. Lions’ Club), the Connecticut

Youth Forum, the National Honor Society, the American

Legion Auxiliary, and the Rotary Club in different leadership

positions. In addition, for two years, Jennifer was President of

the French Honor Society. Jennifer was also selected by her

teachers and the school administration to serve in a group

called Bridges, an organization to improve the school climate

and promote tolerance and acceptance. 

In her spare time, Jennifer volunteered at the Meadow Brooke

Nursing Home and at the Connecticut Forum Holiday party for

less fortunate children. She also helped at the Special

Olympics and setting up for a 5K race for Strides for Stronger

Families. She did all this while working at different local

businesses.  

From left to right:  Paul Garlick,Claire MacMillan, Maria

McCaughey, Amber Bodeur, Kiera Julian, Julia Carboni,

M ary Lodigiani, Anna Boucheva, Caroline Joyner, Keillor

Mose, Ruby Isaac, Connor Duncan, Kent Rapp, Sarah

Blumrich, Beatrix Dalton, Spencer Hance, Patrick

McCaughey, and teacher, Christine Kochefko. Jennifer Klemonsky and Silvia Bettega
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Jennifer will attend the University of Hartford where she will

major in International Studies (with a specialization in Foreign

Languages) with a minor in Business Finance. 

We wish Jennifer the best in her future endeavors. 

McFarland Memorial Book Awards

Alliance Française de Hartford 

The Alliance Française de Hartford  honored 7 middle school

students and  11 high schools student with the McFarland

Book Award on Thursday, May 17  at Central Connecticutth

State University. The students were presented with both a

book and a certificate of merit.  Each nominating teacher

highlighted the academic achievements and accomplishments

of their individual students and spoke of their passion for the

language.  Family, friends and teachers joined the students for

a reception immediately following the ceremony.

These awards are given each year in honor of our AFH past

president and longtime Simsbury resident Mr. Robert

McFarland as an outreach to the academic community. Mr.

McFarland had a passion for the French language and for

teaching. Students who demonstrate this same passion for the

language and commitment to its study are nominated by their

teachers. The purchase of book prizes is funded through

donations from the McFarland family and other donors. For

information about the McFarland Award, please contact Linda

Zabor, zaborl@fpsct.org

Aliyah Freeman-Johnson                                                         

Carmen Arace Middle School

Linda Peer-Groves

Allison Dufour

Enrico Fermi High School

Audrey Fay

Rachele Lajoie

John F. Kennedy Middle School

Moira Dynia

Mia Singer

Irving Robbins Middle School

Silvia Bettega

Ashely Grady

Irving Robbins Middle School

Silvia Bettega

Amy Tomasso

Farmington High School

Linda Zabor

Please Join Us At The

2012 CT COLT Fall Conference

Theme

World Languages:

Gateway to the Global Marketplace

Monday– October 29, 2012

CoCo Key Water Resort, Hotel &

Convention Center

in Waterbury

Keynote Address
by Stacie Berdan

International Careers Expert & Award-Winning Author 
(you will receive .1 CEU for attendance at the keynote address)

Earn up to .5 CEUs
(if you attend the Keynote Address)

FREE Parking
Buffet Luncheon

A Wide Variety of Exhibits
(exhibitors and organizations)

 A Wide Variety of Workshops
(immersion and non-immersion)

P l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e  C T  C O L T  w e b  s i t e

(www.ctcolt.org/fall_conference.htm) for information on

the rate structure and dates.  The fall conference

brochure will be mailed out during the month of August. 

At that time, all conference information and registration

forms will be online. REGISTER EARLY, SAVE $$$!!!!
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Melissa Brodeur

Litchfield Middle School

Aline Libassi

Sarah Birdsall

Litchfield High School

Debra Staffiere

Jia Qi Gao

Manchester High School

William Crochetière

Madeleine Gastonguay

Henry James Middle School

Marie-Line Bruhl

Madeline Nicholson

Simsbury High School

Marie-Line Bruhl

Jacquelyn Ford-Cooperman

Southington High School

Adina Alexandru

Jaswanth Sai Pyneni

Timothy Edwards Middle School

Mia Zaccardelli

Colin Gerrity

South Windsor High School

Karen Stoj

Kaitlin Huber

Rockville High School

Jaya Vijayasekar

Emily Sullivan

Rockville High School

Jaya Vijayasekar

Agnelica M. Lindsey-Velez

Conard High School

Nancy Moran

Bryant Molloy

Wethersfield High School

Ann Barton

ConnTesol News                          

The 42  annual conference will take place on Saturday,nd

November 3, 2012 at the Mashantucket Museum and Research

Center in Mashantucket, CT. This year’s theme is “Language

at the Core”.

The keynote speaker will be Dr. Stephen Krashen. The

featured speaker will be Dr. Faye Shin. 

The 2013 Conference will be held at Sacred Heart University

in Fairfield,CT. on Saturday, November 2, 2013.

For  more information and updates, including how to register

online, please check the website at www.conntesol.net. 

Classical Association of Connecticut

Celebrated The 31st Annual CT State

Latin Day

Cheshire, CT – May 4, 2012 – Orbis Terrarum  was the theme

at the 31st annual Connecticut State Latin Day (CSLD) on

Friday, May 4, 2012. “The Wide World” was a fitting theme

as nearly 1,600 toga-clad Latin students from 52 Connecticut

middle and high schools made the journey to Holiday Hill in

Cheshire to celebrate the language, culture, and artistic

achievements of the Ancient Romans, and most specifically, to

have fun learning. 

State Latin Day was filled with a variety of workshops,

presentations, and competitions that immersed students of

Latin in an environment that was wholly Roman. When buses

arrived at 8:30 AM, participants chose from hands-on

workshops on such topics as laurel wreath making, fresco and

vase painting, sculpture and Greek dance. Students who had

crafted projects throughout the school year displayed them for

judging. In addition, school teams competed academically in

certamen (Latin Quiz Bowl) and on individual tests covering

Latin grammar, Roman mythology, Ancient geography and

even Ancient Greek. Experts and faculty from various colleges

and universities were on hand to present on astronomy, ancient

Newington High School Students at CT State Latin Day
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law and cutting-edge game-theory that brings Latin learning

into the 21  century.st

Of course the Romans were fond of athletic competitions as

well, and Latin Day had enough sports to satisfy an Olympian.

Students competed in team and individual athletic contests

with Roman themes, including discus throw, tug-of-war, shot

put, and a decimated marathon. The day ended with great

excitement as students raced their homemade chariots in a

competition worthy of Ben-Hur. There was something for

everyone at CSLD.

CSLD is organized and led by teachers and professors under

the auspices of the Classical Association of Connecticut

(ClassConn). ClassConn’s primary goal is to foster excellence

in the teaching of Classical languages and civilizations within

the schools, colleges and universities of the state.  For further

information contact Amy White, CSLD Chair, 860-647-0559.

News from CT Schools

Russian Exchange Between

Glastonbury and St. Petersburg,

Russia

Thirteen Glastonbury High School students participated in an

exchange trip to St. Petersburg Russia from April 17 – 27. 

They were accompanied by Jan Eklund (Glastonbury High

School) and John Rook (Smith Middle School).  Students

resided in home-stays, attended classes at the Number 631

Gimnazia, and went on excursions exploring the city.  They

stayed with Russian students who had come to Glastonbury in

April of 2011.  In 2013, Russian students will come to

Glastonbury again as part of the exchange. Connecticut.  On

behalf of the current CT COLT Board, we all would like to

take this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation and

gratitude to Lynne for a life dedicated to her content area, to

her students, to Glastonbury and to the teaching profession.

Lynne Campbell – Foreign Language

Teacher Retires From Glastonbury

Lynne Campbell, one of the finest and highly-accomplished

foreign language teachers in Connecticut retired last year, after

a career of 37 years in the Glastonbury Public School system.

Aside from teaching Spanish and French, Lynne might be best

known for her love and teaching of the Russian language,

which has always been her passion, from an early age. 

Originally from Glastonbury, Connecticut, Lynne began her

study of Spanish in grade 3 and then started her study of

Russian in grade 7.  Her talent and thirst for the learning of

foreign languages led her to begin studying a third language – 

French, but only after petitioning the Board of Education to do

so.  Clearly, from an early age, Lynne demonstrated a gift and

an ear for studying multiple languages.  After finishing

Glastonbury High School, Lynne went on to study at Indiana

University, which has always had a long and acclaimed history

of Russian studies and scholarship.

After finishing Indiana University, Lynne began her teaching

career in her home town of Glastonbury.  It was a perfect

placement, as Glastonbury had a well-established program in

the teaching of Russian.  Five years ago, the Russian program

in Glastonbury celebrated its 50  year, which continues toth

thrive to this day.  According to Lynne, “it was pretty amazing

that such a program was established in 1959, in a (then)

farming community in Connecticut.”  The program was

actually established in response to the Soviet launch of the

Sputnik satellite, which as a consequence, brought about

tremendous changes in the U.S. educational system – namely

in the teaching of math and sciences.  For so many years,

Lynne worked to maintain, grown and allow for the program to

thrive.  Her colleagues in Glastonbury noted that even after

years and years in the classroom, Lynne was always designing

new and innovative activities for her students, in an effort to

maximize their learning experience within the target language.
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When one speaks with Lynne about Russia and everything

related to it, one can clearly see and hear the passion that she

has always possessed for her beloved content area.  Another of

her colleagues attested to this: Jan Eklund, another Russian

teacher in Glastonbury, stated that “her love of Russia and all

things Russian are contagious.”  According to Lynne, the best

thing about Russia is Russian culture and its people.  After 20

trips to the former Soviet Union, now Russia, it is clear that

she has become exceptionally well-versed in this area.  Many

of these trips were part of the various exchanges that

Glastonbury has established with schools in the former Soviet

Union – for example with Lvov, Ukraine and presently with a

school in St. Petersburg, Russia.  She has so many fond

memories of her trips to Russia and to the former Soviet

Republics, even ones that might be interpreted as strange or

peculiar to the unseasoned or non-savvy traveler, which most

definitely does not describe Lynne.  Her many years of

working on the exchange, not only provided an opportunity for

Glastonbury students to visit Russia and use their Russian, but

they also served to promote mutual and multicultural

understanding between two former foes – the U.S. and the

U.S.S.R., during the Cold War.  Her wealth of in-country

experience, extensive knowledge of Russian culture and

fluency in Russian has enriched the education of so many

Glastonbury students who studied Russian with her. 

Numerous students of Lynne’s have continued their studies of

Russian at the college level and even use their Russian

language skills in business, non-profit and government sectors,

domestically and abroad.

After asking Lynne about what she would miss most about the

teaching profession, she responded that it would be her direct

work with the kids and even her former students who might

return to visit, telling about their world travels or how they are

continuing to study and utilize Russian.  About the future of

the teaching of foreign languages in Connecticut, Lynne

mentioned advocacy for language programs at the local, state

and federal levels – in particular for critical languages such as

Russian, is of the utmost importance, in addition to securing

grants, professional development opportunities for foreign

language teachers, including technology education as it relates

to foreign language education.  Lynne continued to reflect,

commenting that she has always been impressed by the level of

dedication of foreign language teachers in Connecticut and

urged them to continue their excellent work and their lobbying

to preserve and promote the study of foreign languges.

Since her retirement, Lynne continues to reside in Glastonbury

and has remained active by working as a consultant to the

Glastonbury Department of Foreign Languages, in addition to

her efforts on the Glasport Project.  She also involves herself

in part-time employment and plans on filling the remainder of

her time with her family and more world travels.  For

numerous years, Lynne also dedicated her time by serving on

the Board for CT COLT, working tirelessly to promote

Russian language education in Connecticut.  On behalf of the

current CT COLT Board, we all would like to take this

opportunity to express our sincere appreciation and gratitude

to Lynne for a life dedicated to her content area, to her

students, to Glastonbury and to the teaching profession.

WANTED

Photographer
for CT COLT main events

Do you enjoy taking photos?

Will you volunteer some of your time?

CT COLT needs either one or more

persons to take photos at our main events

such as the fall conference and poetry

contest.  We need your help in acquiring

quality photos for our new website and

newsletter.  Please contact Paul St. Louis

(pmsaint@verizon.net), if interested.

This position could be shared by several

people taking turns to attend CT COLT

main events to take photos. 
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CT COLT Board of Directors 2010 – 2012 
 

Officers/Executive Committee 
 

President 
LINDA L. DALPE (2012) 

Enfield High School  (860) 253.5556 

1264 Enfield Street 

Enfield, CT 06082 

E-Mail:  ldalpe@enfieldschools.org 

 

Vice-President/President-Elect  
MICHAELA VOLOVSEK (2012) 

William Hall High School   (860) 232-4561 

E-Mail:  michaela_volovsek@whps.org 

 

Treasurer 
PAUL M. ST. LOUIS (2012) 

275 Cedar Swamp Road 

Monson, MA 01057-9303 

(413) 267-4282  E-Mail:  pmsaint@verizon.net 

 

Recording Secretary 

STEPHANIE DUCHESNEAU (2012) 

Simsbury High School  (860) 658-0451 Ext. 628 

sduchesneau@simsbury.k12.ct.us 

 

Corresponding Secretary 
NANCY SILANDER (2012)     

E. O. Smith High School 

1235 Storrs Road 

Storrs, CT 06268 

(860) 487-2236  FAX:  (860) 429-7892   

E-Mail:  nancysilander@gmail.com 

 

Immediate Past President 
JAYA VIJAYASEKAR (2012) 

Rockville High School 

70 Loveland Hill Road 

Vernon, CT 06066 

(860) 870-6050 Ext. 329  E-Mail jaya.vijayasekar@vernonct.org 

 

Ex-Officio Director/Director-At-Large 

CT State Department of Education - TBA 

Regional Directors 

 

Northwest (2012) 
ELIZABETH LAPMAN   

E-Mail: lapmane@region10ct.org  

RSD #10 – Lewis Mills High School (860) 673-0423 Ext. 5412   

 

North Central (2012) 
JAMES WILDMAN   

E-Mail:  wildmanj@glastonburyus.org 

Glastonbury High School  (860) 652-7200 Ext. 2119  

 

Northeast  (2012) 
MANUELA WAGNER, Ph.D. 

E-Mail: Manuela.wagner@uconn.edu 

University of Connecticut  

 

West Central (2012) 
ALISA TRACHTENBERG 

E-Mail:  trachtenberga@bethel.k12.ct.us 

Bethel High School (203) 794-8600 

 

Southwest  (2012) 
DENISE MASSARI 

Darien High School  E-Mail:  dmassari1021@hotmail.com  

South Central (2012) 
KAREN DE FUR, Ed.D.  E-Mail:  kdefur@juno.com 

New Haven Public Schools  (203) 946-7591 

 

East Central  (2013) 
DOMINIQUE GÁLVEZ   E-Mail:  Dominique_galvez@yahoo.com 

East Hampton High School 

 

Southeast (2011) 
LAURIE BARRY  (860) 739-1439 

East Lyme High School 

E-Mail:  laurie.barry@eastlymeschools.org 

 

Organizational Directors 

 
ACTR  JOHN ROOK 

Smith Middle School  (rookj@glastonburyus.org) 

 

Alliance Française LINDA ZABOR (MmeZabor@aol.com)  

  Farmington High School  

   

CITA  GIANCARLO DESTEFANIS  

  (gdestefanis@snet.net) 

   

CLASS  CAROL CHEN-LIN (cchen-lin@choate.edu) 

  Choate Rosemary Hall, Wallingford 

  (203) 697-2080 

 

CLASSCONN SHEILA HOULIHAN 

  (shoulihan@npsct.org) 

  Newington High School (860) 666-5611 X168 

 

CT-AATF BRIGITTE LANGE (Brigitte.lange@reg5.k12.ct.us)  

  Amity Regional High School  (203) 397-4830 

 

DR. ADINA ALEXANDRU 

(aalexandru@southingtonschools.org)  

Southington Public Schools (860) 628-3229 X431 

 

CT-AATG CHRISTINE RAPP DOMBROWSKI 

  Southern CT State University (203) 392-6770 

  (christinedombrow@aol.com)  

 

CT-AATSP AILEEN DEVER, Ph.D. 

(Aileen.Dever@quinnipiac.edu) 

Quinnipiac University, College of Liberal Arts  

(203) 582-8500 

 

NNELL  KATE KROTZER (krotzerk@glastonburyus.org) 

  Glastonbury Public Schools 

 

 

CONNTESOL DOROTHY MULFORD (203) 576-8097 

  (dmulford@bridgeportedu.net) 

  Adult Learning Center, Bridgeport 

 

CT COLT Web Site:  http://www.ctcolt.org 

 
OFFICIAL ADDRESS: 

CT Council of Language Teachers 

c/o Linda L. Dalpe 

1090 Main Street 

South Windsor, CT 06074   E-Mail:  ctcoltorg@yahoo.com  



Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Hartford, CT

Permit No. 5213

Fall Conference

World Languages: Gateway to the Global Marketplace

Monday – October 29, 2012

CoCo Key Water Resort, Hotel & Convention Center

Waterbury, CT

Keynote Address
by Stacie Berdan

International Careers Expert & Award-Winning Author

(You will receive .1 CEU for attendance

at the keynote address)

Earn up to .5 CEUs

(if you attend the keynote address)

FREE Parking

Buffet Luncheon

A Wide Variety of Exhibits

A Wide Variety of Workshops

(immersion and non-immersion)

Newsletter Submissions
Please send documents in M SW ORD (Times New Roman, 10 pt, single

spaced) and please send photos  as separate files (preferably jpeg or gif).

Please do not embed photos in your articles.

 Connecticut Council of Language Teachers

 c/o Paul M. St. Louis, Co-Editor

 275 Cedar Sw  amp Road

 Monson, MA   01057-9303

 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIALS: PLEASE RUSH

Connecticut Council of Language Teachers
Serving Connecticut Teachers Since 1968

In This Issue

President’s M essage                                     page 1

Carlos Fuentes: vida de continua actividad intelectual page 2

Renew our commitment to teach foreign languages page 3

W hy W orld Language Study has made a Difference to M e page 4

W hy Study Latin? page 6

Barbara Lindsey Elected to NECTFL Board page 10

AATG-Annual Awards Banquet page 10

Alliance Française: Harpin/Rohinsky Scholarship page 11

Alliance Française: M cFarlend Book Awards page 12

CT State Latin Day 2012 page 13

Russian Exchange Between Glasonbury and St. Petersburg page 14

Lynne Campbell – FL Teacher Retires from Glastonbury page 14

The CT COLT World Language News Exchange, Issue No. 139, July 10, 2012. This newsletter,

published four times a year (November, March, June and July), is distributed only to CT COLT current

members. Advertising in this publication does not represent official endorsement by the Connecticut

Council of Language Teachers, Inc. of the products and services described or promoted herein. Your

opinions may be sent to CT COLT, 1090 Main Street, South Windsor, CT 06074 or e-mailed to

bettega@comcast.net or pmsaint@verizon.net. 

Deadline for Submission of Articles for the Fall Issue of 

CT COLT World Language News Exchange is

October 15.
Please send articles for the next newsletter to Silvia Bettega

(bettega@comcast.net) and to Paul St. Louis (pmsaint@verizon.net) by

October 15, 2012

Help us keep our membership records updated!
If you have moved or had a name change,

please visit the CT COLT web site.(http://www.ctcolt.org)

and click on the “Membership” button.  Then, click on the link to the

“Information Update Form,” fill it out and submit it.
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